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World, for it was commanded by God himſelf, not only the Ceremoni- 


1 Nor can we find Fereboam, tho a Servant, and far enough from the- 
Life... 


light and pry the World, was become its Contempt and Scorn ; 


Ad the Gre It was Epidemical Debauchery, and the ab6HMitfable Corruptio of 
tian Hiſtory, the Magiſtracy infecting the People that deſtroyed tHe many Flouriffſfng 


Was —— of Vertue, the Worthy Men among them thought it a 


The Saleof of- We find, that this c | 
fees, the 22 Flouriſhing and Victorious Cities in the World, That the Sale of Offices 
de the gre, 
be d jay . -- 
tan offer Wealth, an 


> 
. : 
—.— — * 
4 * » 
x - 


al Law (which was purely Typical and conſequently Femporal)-bur-ir 
was alſo for the breach of the Moral Law, when their Magiſtrates grew r 
corrupt and inſolent, ſlighting their Duty to God, and doing Juſtice to for 
the People, when they connived at the -Exorbitance, Rapinèes and In- r 
juſtice, of their inferiour Officers, that the Almighty Executed ffis Ven- 
geance upon them, and brought them to a ſence of their Rebellions and 
neglect, by the weight of their Sufferings. For inſtance, Domineering 
Rehoboam loſt Ten of the Twelve Tribes at once, for not receiving 
ood Council in this Caſe, and ſtands upon laſting Record for a wea 
ince, for want of ſuch Veneration towards God, and Humanity to his. 
Subjects as is abſolutely neceſſary to ſupport a Good King in a juſt Go 


vernment. 


Lineal Succeſſion, was ever blamed for Heading the Oppreſfed People, 

but it was his abomigable Idolatry, and the Calves he ſet up at Bethel, 

that provoked the Wrath and Indignation of God againſt him, and he 

was never charged for Rebellion in his defection from the Son: of King. 
Salomon. | Es 

In ſhort it was their Magiſtrates evil Actions, and connivance at Og» 

| profes, Violence and ry. poet that brought upon them all their Mi-- 

: ſeries; for thoſe Reaſons the Egypriars under Seſac were It looſe upon 

Rehohoam, and ſpoil'd him of his Riches, &c.. Abijah the Son of Rehoboam 

_ overthrew Feroboam;, and afterwards tlie Jewiſt Nation for its Wicked-- 

. neſs was Ravaged by the AHrians, enſlav'd by the Babylonians, and fell 

from one Captivity to another, when one Diſtreſs. was paſt another ſue- 

Ceeded, till at laſt their City was ſack'd, and Temple Burnt before their 

Faces, and their Country Deſtroyed, and that which had been the De- 


nor did the Judgments of the Almighty ſtop here, but ſtill purſued their 
Poſterity; ſcattering and diſperſing the broken remains of that once be- 
loved People over the whole Earth. Ec ee 


Cities of the Grecian Empire; the Hiſtories of thoſe Times are full o 5 _ 
Complaints of this Nature, but in a more eſpecial manner while there 


2 low the Dignit of Humane Nature to deſcend to tlie co temp- 
ible Practice of taking ribes, and ſelling Licences to commit Iniquity 
xim, like Golden Pillars, Supported the moſt 


oft Wrong and Afront that can be offered to 4 Common- 
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ute te be the Reward of Vertus; for Covetouſnels is ſo pernicious 
20 | that it choaks and gy runs the Merits of deferving Men. 


The Athenians, while any honeſty remained among them, poſitively 74, athenians 
forbid, and continually. declaimed: againſt ſuch Practices as Siſhonou: and — 
„„ „% omar gl, 
The Lacedimoni ant, a People the moſt ſtrictly Vertuous of all others, _ 2154 
by obſerving the juſt Laws of Zycargus aan it continued an happy it. a 
People for Eight Hundred Years, whilſt they being Governed by Expe- 
rience from their Neighbours Fate, counted the Sail of Offices, and ta 
king Bribes to be utterly deſtructive to Moral Honeſty, and the Funda- 
mental Rules of good Policy; of which truth at laſt, they themſelves 
became miſerable Inſtances. After Agis and Lyfander had filled the 
City Kith, Riches, whence laxing the Reins of ſtrict Vertue and Juſtice; 
and indulging Senſualiry, the remiſneſs of their Magiſtrates either per- Bu i 
mitted, or over-look'd. the Introduction of thoſe Villanous Pra = * | 
which had been the utter ruin of their Neighbours, and concluded in Diftraltion.. 
the total Abolition! of all their former Honour and Liberty, and their 
very Being it ſelf ; for the natural conſequence of purchaſing of type 
and taking Bribes, is Oppreſſion, and: of -Opprefſioa comes Strife, and- 
Ruſt is its conſtant Attendant. mn ny | 
The Roman Government when it appeared in its greateſt Beauty and 
moſt flouriſhing Condition, ſeverely Fined, and Puniſhed thoſe who 
ſouglit Offices by Bribery, or Favours, or* took upon themſelves Im- 
ployments; for the Diſcharge of which, rliey ſhould nor appear Meriro- - _ 
riouſly Capable : And its Remarkable, that then ſome Vitiated Men of 
the Republick were Sowing the Seeds of future inteſtine Difſentions, , 
and laying the Foundations of her after Ruine and Calamities, when h ſme Fe 
ſhe Brook d fo patiently the Sarcaſtick Scoff of Jugurth. That all things befel the Ro- 
at Rome were to be had for Money; *twas then (not this preſent Papiſti« mam 1 . 
cal Rome which fells Heaygn and Earth, but) Old Heathen Rowe whoſe ſem di, 
Victorious, Eagles had rafſed themſelves to an unequalled height, ans. 
er their Extenſive Wings over all the known World; who by 
heTmmorcable Juſtice · and Integrity of her Laws; and*ExaQtneſs of. 
her Policies, obliged more Nations to-acknowledge her Sovereignty, . 
and importune her Friendſhip, then were ever ſubdued by the Threats 
and Menaces of the Proudeſt Monarchy, till through the Vice, Folly and 
Viperous Treachery of Her Magiſtrates, neglecting their Duty, dwind-- 
ling by degrees from her former Excellence, the.became ſo infeebled by: 
ber daily Corruptions, that 'ſhe whoſe: Vertues had once made ber 
may of the World, had not Power enough left to Conquer her 
Their Hiſtorians aſſign the Reaſon; Nix. They made Faftice Subſervi- 

ent to Coveronſneſs, and Viertue 4 talking Horſe 2 e they 
who have ba nibled at the Marin of Hiftory, knows that the wren 
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CAN 1 N pai paſſed What Votes they pleaſed, even that for the rpetual 
N eſſion of Virtue, and taking away the meaneſt 
27 755 and 1 77 a thouſand Calamities, Ra- 
pins, Murders and other Enormities fre N of their Empe- 
rors and Wicke 132 altes, which 2 7 cited the eople, that it gave 
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her. Freedom, wh ee laces were ſet to Sale 
Bribery encourag how, Fan we expect 8 milder fare, fince 

it is — 95-4 us not only Connived at, but Promoted? 
ty, the Twin "Brother to Self-preſervation, in all Ages hath 
dna, Nr for : At Rome, the Patr eric could not Lien the People 
Le on ey yielded to haye their Tribunes to be conſulted with, 
LOTS eee leaſt 55 Properties ſnould be Invaded; 
he 44 wh 1 __ -preſerved and retainęd that Liberty, the Empire flouri- 
"hog; n be e had, parted: with that Property (their Native, 
artricjs,..grown Rich by "hs 6 ber Zonqueſt, 
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Ho e Fear — med eneſs iricouraged, and 
3 the — they had rigin to expect, and 


demand from their Governours, and all to facilitate the i üeing an 
Arbitrary Power; but in ſhort; Men muſt have been ſtrangely oy 

banched dn their Principles, Leer egen their Mannors, and. - And England, 

lmed in thein Vigour and Courage, :hEfore{b.many: Ros 5 of could 5 by conniving at 
tamely ſubmitted themſelves to be Rid upon like Af Burg, gr them, will run 
driven with av little Reſiſtance; as a-Flgck of heartleſs Tur ak en al the hazard of 


lying 'Peopte in their Immoralities was only to te 1 ruined. 
ligence in their Practice, that they: ee ear: | 

Enſlave their ES + the RS had 8 

This appare their cet ſo many 

rr 70 —— — —— = 


nag 7 voor to theſe of 8 Dake 5 
Infllibly have * chem. nd, one; main: Bugine N50 EE 4 
Arbitrary Power was, Sewing Diviſſons between t bility, and. 15 
Commonalty, and allo among the common People, _ 1 
every Man agajnt his Neighbbur, knowing that. ET a T — | 
were the only Impediments to their greatneſs, and that Chains OR. | = 
not be put upon our Libertids, but by the. hands. 0D 4 ;/ 
to che wicked Nuxim of Impious and ede liticks Cubans On 
guet way for Arbitrary Power. "Þ e: at — in | F 
It was the continued accumulated Miſcarriages s of f thole Niere; w Wanne, 
| they: form'd' Deſigns to Enſlave the Nation (by er ſeining the Peoples al | = 
cietit Rights, eurtailing their Priviledges, and deveſting them of what | 0 
they could claim as En eee being prompted by the Slaviſn | | 
2 Paſſive: e, Which more: particularly in a Late Reign e P. f 
molly rs pr the 2 when under the Colour of P-ſfve 0bedi- 
Monit cry of Coifcience; they were footing out Herefie as they cnce GW 
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reer feveral net finding little or no notice taken of p „ imme. 
dein puniſked ſuming freſh courage and ſhifting ſhapes, clofed in with that juncture of 
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put other Nations upon Emulation, that ſo they might 

ong Bondage under the Yoke: of ign © Sls 
itoſe Crimes ſhould ſeparate them from the 
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This was an opportunity put into our Power when we might have 
affected a thorough Reformation, for we were ready to receive any good 
Impreſſion, and his Majeſty was willing to comply to the Peoples defires ; 
Fo that we Humbly conceive the Majority of thoſe Perions that had the 
chiefeſt haud in the Revolution, might have effected the Nations Wel- 
fare, had they then timely promoted a Structure of Vertue, which woull 


in remembrance the benefit they had received, but inſtead of this, The 


chief ſtudy of too many was how to grow Rich at the Publick Expence;  - 
4542480 1 ab we found 


| alaſs / ro our Unhappin moſt of His Majeſties good 
defigns fruſtrated, by the-avaritious tempers of ſome Men, which pre- 
ferred their Private Lucre much before the Pablick Welfare, and by 
their corrupt ſelfiſh management, demonſtrated that ſome of. them had 
only chang d their Maſter, not — or Inclinations, for 

miſcarriages, immediately re- 


— Affairs; and by a ſtrange dexterity, reduced the Nation to more depl- 


rable Circumſtances than thoſe formerly complained of, leaving it almoſt 
-deſtitute of any proſpect of Redreſs or Remedy, and what then aggrava- 
ted our misfortunes was, that not only «thoſe who left us no rοοp 
queſtion ſuch of their inclination, but even too many others, from 


whom we might have expected better management, having when fro- 


zen in cold deipair by reaſon of Arbitrary proceedings in former Reigns 


been warmed and cheriſhed inthe Boſoms of Indulgence andi Boyncit 


M3351 
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Favour, and who gave no Teſtimony of Aſſectious o; or Approbation 


o the Miſcarriages and/Evils in che former. rimgs, wen (by taſting oh 
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acquired Eſtates; that every good Man that cryed out for help when | 
0 Nations Barque was faking was — — 5 an | 
Forehead was the beſt welcome he met withal; ſometimes Men for tion to Inrich ; 
juſt Informations, did become the Subjects of the Offenders revenge, ny ns 42 
and they were hated as Honeſt Men are by the Mob of the Sea Coaſt, — — 4 
for endeavouring to ſave a ſinking Ship and Cargoe, whereby their ere, 1 
Robberies and Plunderings would be prevented ; jet theſe People £4 
have equal honeſty with thoſe that pretend to Honour and Rob f w Redreſs | 
their Country: The actions of beth are Barbarous and Unnatural, cd Fo had, 
for though it was not in their power to uſe. Men ſo Barbarouſly as the bat a Odium . 
Athenians did Socrates, putting him to death for telling them of their al . i: 
Crimes; yet by miſrepreſentation,pr otherwiſe, they not only caſt an cl 
Odium upon them, but to their powers, incapacitated them the 
management, either of Publick or Private Affairs. ? 3 be! | 
But what was the Fate of the Athenians that would not endure truth wet. > 
to be ſpoken or ſuffer a reproof of their Crimes? their Common-wealth atheni. 1 
was Inflav'd, and they became ſad Examples of Obſtinacy and Perverſe- fuſing ! | 
nels; and that our Dear Country may not run the ſame Fate, *cis h Reproof 
they will not only patiently be told of their Crimes, ſince the al | 
will involve them in as bad, if not worſe condition than now poor almoſt 4 1 
ow u Athens, being in a conſtant Slavery, though often changed 1 
its Maſter. „ | Wy wo 5 . 
For 'tis certainly Prophaneneſs, Immorality, and Incorrigibleneſs by Vice canſmnds || 
reproof, that confounds the Councils of the * — — = Councils of || 
and retards the Progreſs and Greatneſs ,that might be expected from 22 | 
eir Power. 8 eee 
For if France and Spain now in a manner United, were not Sick in "2 
their Members by Corruption, all che Power, we and our Friends (Weak 
and Hebaucb'd in our Morals) could raiſe, would not be able to with- f 
ſtand them, but muſt truckle to Subjection. 1 = N 
And beſides thoſe few Lovers of their Countries good, were diſcoura- 
ed in their honeſt diſcoveries, and over- powered by the number of ; | 
thoſe that had aggrandized themſelves, and heaped up mighty Treaſures WW 
at the Expence of the Nation; and if ſome few, ſtill endeavouring to * 
bring ff Wee their Mothers Bowels)to candignPuniſhment. 
1 5 je Rapacious Men by Intere it, Subject to their power, and Wealth 
(for thoſe that Command che Money, Command Wicked Men) cc. 
6 4 x. 5 . | 5 | 2 Xx. 
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| * Demerits; beſides 


— F. — — a —— 5 the Nations. Treaſure 
atz0n5 tg be puniſhed to the utmoſt power of the Law, and no reprieve, pardon- 
Treaſure, 5 or any other meaſure ought to excuſe or defer the Execution of Puniſh- 


nnd 


„ WY 

' other | contrivance the Judgment due to their 
by..their long continuance, and experience in Evil 
in Publiek I ments, they were grown ſo canning in 


ded by delays,' or ſoing 


\ their Tricks, and were back'd by dependents upon their Wealth and 


' Favour, that twas almoſt impoffible to trace them; and there e 
many chat had defrauded the Nation, there ſeemed to be a 4 — ip 
in deſign, and that they were allied together in one common Intereſt an 


. tage- Combination for their mutual Preſervation, for like a Corporation oſ 
E lame end and intereſt, their woe 24 to the impoveriſſiment of the 


Men joyn'd together as: one Mam; and with one mind they perſued the 


Nation; and being guilty of the ſame Crimes, were obliged to ſtand: 
by, and affiſt one 6dr in their 1 you and Wer Party 


= kelp me to Day, ſo Iand my Friends will os — to Morrow. 


hoſe: that had defrauded the Publick, and were growing Fat whilſt 


me Nation Was languiſhing- in. a Conſumptien, were National Evils, 


tliatby/an-Inceftuous Copulation, begat plenty upon War, and 
+ their Coffers with the Sjoil of their at Cet WE TD Las 


ht. 


ment; and if ſuch a certainty of 1 be the reward to every. 
uch Culpant, ſure the very thoughts of it would mightity deter 


affrighten Men from the like practices. Indeed, though Religion and 


b the Conſideration of a mutual humane frailty, obliges a Man: to forgive 


4 


is Brother in regard to an Eternal Futurity; yet the Intereſt of the 
Common- wealth is of ſo Conjunctive a Nature, that he that ſtrikes at 
the Life and Welfare of it, deſigns the Deſtruction of the ſame, and 
no. Noli praſequi ought to keep him from the Galloyys; but if in miſtaken 
Mercy, ſuch Offenders ſhould 6nce be pardoned or conntwed at, and 


end afterwards ruin us by their Ill Practices; it may juſtly be faid the Na- 


in. the like a tion has ruined its ſe 
ture be Nation Fatal Blow. 


i receive to 


for *rwas the Nations Life in truit that gave the 


owes the Evil | >Tig ſaid of Themiſtocles, that thoygh he could not Fiddle a pleaſing 
7 


725 own nila. Tune to every Ear, yet he could 


hen mung. 


his Wiſdom and Policy make 
of a ſmall City à great common Wealth; but we wiſn too many of thoſe 
in Publick Imployments by their Fidling, Fawning and Gingling Practi- 
een had not got our Money, and made a powerful Kingdom dwindle to 
Poverty and. Neceſſity. 3 ͤ RR 
Nor can ix be thought that theſe Men actedꝭ the fuin of the Nation 
through. Inadvertency, or for want of better Judgment, for being moſt 
of them Men of ' Senſe and Ingenuity (though wrong applied) they muſt 
needs know that. doing juſt ice in their ſiacions was Hot ſt and Commen- 
dabie, but what either Debauched their Underſtandings, or * 
5 S 5 Practice 
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to the Natioris good, was the zvericious Thoughts;tha Fic wal 


Practice oontrary is the wurf hrejthar 

regular and juſt Proceedings, would nor” conſiſt: with the' Merchandive 25.1 4G) 
fome ride of the: eee ſuch De, atid Fees — the || 

as they uſually took, either for the procuring or diſpatch of too many teking ofBribes |4 

þ b e icked Hocai-Pocac Men 1 | 
ublick Imploys, have brought our Affairs into ſuch à Labyrinth, that 


dur Mercenary and Extravagant Men in Publiek uchori ty. Pyrrhus, | 
.-- Beſides, fuch Evil Officers will make our Neighbour Nations fearful x, cdu wit | 


nothing but a thorough Reformation and Regulation can be a clue t ] 
lead ur out. But too few-f thoſe in Pablick- Imploys are Febriciu/#ro Fu Fioncws | 
refuſe a Bribe, he like a Man of Truſt and Integrity, would not acce Rad e no» | | 
one from King Fyrrhis, and ſent him word that is Cabbage Wauld cjve « Be 
Boil without his Gold; this Mans Bravery and Frugality ought to ſhame from King | 


how they enter into Leagues with us, about either Peace or War; ſor be given te br 
no Security is to be depended on, from ſuch as are Slaves to their Ava- Man that is @ * 
rice or Ambition; for with them, Self- profit gives the ſtamp of good 3 Kk 
and convenient to be done, but if their V were waſhed off the , | 


native Braſs and Baſenefs would appear; ſuch are a ſcandal to their 
Country, encouraging Wickedneſs by their Examples, and the very Au- 
thority that was — them with a defign to detect and puniſn Vice, ſerves 
uch their I rufe: , 


to countenance 


* 42 Nv — 


tive Country, yer we find too few amongſt the Ny CS ö 
it's 


3 but were they to 
ze and Profit never to 


© $$ an > a a aw 


juſtly acknowledge the —_—— and Valour of . of our Country- 
Me e y 


Private Inte- 
zeft ought a to of Honeſt and Heroick Actions, beſides preferring private Profit before 
E prefer'd to publick Advantage, is a breach of good Manners, for none ought out 
alt of a Liquoriſh Appetite and Coveteus Deſire, Carve too largely of any 

Diſh, When the Publ 

ſame Dainties. 
Our Evils are 


+ 


_  Idfencſs, Luxury, | | and Deiſm are the 
Balldereadd ep ere of Arti Arbitrary —— Immoral Men ind | 
of ſeifiſh Principles are always at work, contriving ſtill how to aggran- = 
dize themſelves, and grow Fat by the Labour of the truly Induftrious; 4 the Fre- 
whilſt from a Natural Lazineſs they put an helping Hand to their Coun- ec . 
tries being cruſhed under the weight of impending Slavery. The Poor 4 Iſlove their | 
Ingenious Trading People of France, owe their preſent Miſery ' and c 
Thraldom, to the multitude of unneceſſary and extravagene — | 
put into Laſie and uſeleſs Employments, who the better to curry Fa- 
vour, ſupport themſelves, have joyn'd with their King's Inclinations 
to ebene their 1 5 ea of been = —— yo * 
thoſe unhappy People, a e Subjects of every other Nation, w * 
en Arbitrary Power has Employ' d numbers of needleſs Officers, that 
Caterpillars like, devour the very Buds of Springing Proſperity. | 
Liberal Charters, Grants and wholſome Laws, tho“ they are the 
kind Cements between a Prince and his People, yet Favourites, ill de- „ef . 
figning Politicians, and too many in publick Employs, knowing ſuch c gheir priv< - 
Priviledges clip the Wings cf his diffuſive Power to them, will not only ces ts : 
refule couſenting to, but oppoſe by all Methods-and — imagi- ann but tbem- 
nable, the putting ſuch Grants and Laws in Execution, confining their ſelves. 
Princes Liberality, becauſe tis contrary to the Nature of vicious Men 
to do (tho the Action bo for preſent and future good) any thing againſt 
their own Proſpect of Intereſt, when they can help it. From ſuch g 
theſe, we do not expect aſſiſtance, or encouragement. to promote our 
ood defign of Regulation, and Reformation; but on the contrary, their 
Gum and :diſlike, yet for our comfort we ſhall. be certain of quiet 
within our ſelves, and hope to have the Protection of our Legiſlators to 


forward it. | - 0 | : 
The due Execution of-which on the Superiour Officers, will not only is the 

diſcover, bur alſo prevent their pernicious practices, and ſuch imparti- 38del,wher 

allity in the Adminiſtration of. Juſtice would certainly preſerve the 2 ſhape * 


Government; for thoſe in lower Stations would never expect to ef 
Puniſhments, when Guilty, ſince the Higheſt Favourites would not 
exempt; but now toe much countenanced by the Examples of the Great 
and Rich; thoſe in inferiour Poſts will venture to mimick their Crimes, 
for Example is the Model whereby moſt Men ſhape and ſquare their Atti- 
ons, either to the imitarion of Vertue or Vice; and Moral Actions are 
like Glaſſes biown into any ſhape by Education and Example. 

And thus. ſerioufly conſidering the meaſures taken ſoon after the Re 
volution, We may ſay to ſome of the Gentle men principally concerned 
in that * as os — of * did to 3 in a change of Go- Kewlthn of -; ö 
vernment, (ſomething like ours) ou practice the ſame, or worſe, Governen | 
44 Irregularities, and Enormities, than K wo ages" Gy the former ow yg 4 
< Adminiſtration, what: have you done more than only amov d the former ;ugy the Th» i 
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former miſchiefs;diſcountenance and puniſh vice, reward and encourage 
& vertue, and do all that is in your Power te ſecure the Peace and Proſpe- 
& rity of the Nation, you have then expell'd the Invader of ourLiberties, 
who was publickly laying a Foundation for Tyranny, Cc. and all good 
Men ſhall give you their Approbation. But we havé already forgot our 
happily deſign d Deliverance, and have not made grateful returns, in 
\Vertuous Practices. trad Ee <3 11 0 
And that which makes our condition more diſaſtrous, will appear 
if we reflect upon our own Careleſneſs, in not ſuppreſſing thoſe raging 


ſome Nations on- 


| of their Diſt. ments, ſpme whereof have now nothing left eminent to be remembred;but 


the bare Hiſtory of their Deſtruction, the frightful remembrance of the 
total Ruin of ſo many Nations, by ſuch evil methods, has not yet a- 
-wakenedour Magiſtrates out of the Lethargick Drowſineſs that ſuffers us 
without concern to ſleep upon the very brink of Deſtruction, into which 

we muſt ineviteably all, if a Power much ſuperior to Human Prudence 
daoth not preſerve us; for we are brought ſo near to expiration thar we 
— — to perform the Functions of a Political Life, 
or carry on the Work of Ordering and Preſerving our Native Rights 
and Liberties; and the only 
cor 


Ty the Hiſtory Practices which have ruin'd ſo many Glorious Kingdoms and Govern- 


cauſe of this our dangerous Condition, is the 
tion of Civil Adminiſtration ;and that not alone in the Sin of Omi- 


ſſion, but Commiſſion too; ſo*tis vain to lull and flatter our ſelves with 
any other relief, tho? ne're ſo glittering in appearance, than by laying ' 


che Axe totheRoot in order to a compleat Regulation, and from the 
propitious Minute, kind Providence ſhall influence our Superiours and 
'the-Subſtitutes of Heaven: Thus to do, we may infallibly date our Hap- 
__ and pronounce our Rulers our Titular Angels, without an Hy- 
os -perbole. :;- Ex; | TS 


Me are ſorry to think that too many of the Nation have Merited the 


Aal Repioof reproof we have given them, but we would have them believe we de- 
2 the ſigned it as Phyſi 
; Ione. 


yiick-to purge away the Filth; and not Poyſon, to vex 
and Corrdde, for it will appear to be Healing, if the Truth of what is 
here written for the future Diet and Regulation be conſidered, tho“ con- 
tracted in comprehenſive words, yet if expatiated, will demonſtrate and 
ow down Propoſals for the better Security and Preſervation of the 
ation. DOS d unn 


Touch of lt muſt be confeſſed it is a very Ungrateful and Melantholy Employ- 
Nations Evils ment, to probe and lay open the Old Sores as well as the freſh bleeding 
are unpleaſant. Wounds of a Diſtemper'd Nation; but this muſt be done, and to the 
BY gg 1464 purpoſe too, if ever we would arrive at a perfect Cure. The Gangreen 
« 4 Watian 

3 eg Ege Succeſs be ap 


muſt be fearched to the Bottom, before any Remedy can with hopes of 


plyed ; Matters are ſo deſperate, that it is next to an Im- 


ere b 
FREE \ Sa! <1tea7f 


not 


"*Paſſeſſorant ſer up your ſelf?: But if you wiſely provide againit the 


e elf: poſfibility to prevent the Deſtructioꝝ of the Nation, if plain Truth muſt 


el, 


„ 
not be uttered perſwaſive to the taking of more reforming methods, for 
he is à very Paraſite Phyſician that flatters the Patient when the Plague 
Sores are 18 him, there being no Room for Addreſs and Rhetorick, 
when a Diſtemper is come to a Criſis z Plain Dealing then is the Ho- 


* — 


neſteſt Proceeding, and to dally with a Man upon the very brink of Ruin 


PL 


is a Barbarous Inhumanity. - Cn - 5 
And whilſt ſome Men in Authority are ſo Upright themſelves that 

they ſcorn taking Bribes and the Selling of Places, yet tho? they do but 
tacitly permit theſe Crimes, they in eſſect are in conjunction with the 74. connive A 
Actors; for Connivance at Evil, is encouraging it, and they are like Evi, is co % 
unjuſt Chyrurgions that by powerful ay eee. force a ſurface Skin with the Aker. 
over the putrid Sore, which. masks the Corruption, till by its innate 7 
Corroſiveneſs it breaks out with violence, to the Deſtruction of the 
whole Body ; fo State Miſchiefs let alone, unreproved and uncorrected, . 
will gather Strength and Power to overturn, and unhinge the beſt con- 
* Deen wa in the World- 8 „ * 0 1 en | 

he Nations Happineſs can no way be retrieved but by the Wi 1 1 : 
nagement of our 45 iſlators, tho every. Honeſt Man from an Innate 27. Nc 2 
Principle, as well as Natural Relation, is oblig'd in Duty to do his ut- depends chiefly - 
moſt to ſerve the whele Society as a Member, and in nothing can he n 2 a 
better do it, thun by contributing all he can towards the Diſcovery and tn 8 3 
Cure of our National Diſtempers; this muſt be allowed to be indi- private h in 
ſpenſibly neceſſary, ſince the moſt Wiſe Nations have been ſo = care- duty, ought to 
ful of the Health of their Body Politick, that they endeavoured to fo : 


Reprojented like the wrong ſide of a Piece of Tapiſtry, on which we ſee cenſired. 
not! 45 and uncooth Shapes; but if we turn the 


and the preſent as well. as future Ages will find; to their Satisfaction, that 
| if all conjoyn in an admirable-Har- - 8 
mon y, and Unanimous conſent for the Nations Gt. 5 7 
Vas the Wiſe Practice amongſt the Ancient Greeks,when they found The practice of 
any Crazineſs or Indiſpoſition in their ſeveral Governments, before it the -' Greeiaus - 
broke out into a Diſeaſe, to repair to the Phyſicians of State, (who ben ne 
from their Profeſſion werecalled The Sever Wije' Men of Greece) and ug ay co 
prained om 1 1 good Tae to prevent ene of _ vernment:: ... 
ſtempers from taking Root, and deſtrqying the publick Peace; But in By 
our Days theſs Signs or Fore-Cufit Diſeaſes in Scars, are Sicher aut — — 
| ky foreſeen, ut regarded. 
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foreſeen, or little regarded, till the whoſe Maſs is in danger of being 

corrupted, and the matter Incurable but by violent Remedies. ' 
For Evils, like Weeds, will grow in every Soil, they ſpring. up and 
_ flouriſh in edery Government; for Government is like a delicate Gar. 
kiicate den, Which if not Daily Weeded will be over run: Phyficians of State 
' > ought to be skilful to foreſee the Seeds ofState-Diſtempers,time enough 
to prevent the Death of che Patient, and not let the whole Nation lye 
longer at.the Mercy of thoſe Men, who have committed a Rape upon 
the Liberties-and Properties of the People by their ill Examples, Bri- 

beries and unjuſt Exactionis. £5 3 F 

| I Towards the effeCting of this, it ſeems neceſſary for Great Men in 

Stateſmenaxght ſublime Stations, not only to be well Read in Hiſtory, that they ma 
fo be Hiſtorians know what Methods former Ages took, either to preſerve, ox increale 
horn tha the Flouriſhing State of their Governments, but alſo Daily to obſerve 
xlinations. the tendency; of the Peoples Inclinations and Practices z towards which, 
acceſs to them ought to be very eafie, and their Doors and Ears open 
at convenient, and certain times, to receive and give Encouragement to 
thoſe who give Informations of any growing Diſtempers, or of ought 
that may be for the Welfare of the Nation in any particular; for other- 
wile it is impoſſible for them to come to the Knowledge of things Acted 
| or deſigned to be Acted. And our Magiſtrates not having taken ſuch 
EL prudent care to inſpect into the growing Diſeaſes of the Nation, time 
be enough to prevent their ſwelling to a dangerous Head, we may fear 
ura, they may prove of fatal conſequence, for it happens to a Politick Body 
:/ Di- which is Crazie and Diſeaſed, either by the want of Laws abſolutely 
be ta- neceſfary,or ofnot putting good Laws in Execution, or by its Debauchery 
wen” 4 time, and Immorrality, which certainly Sickens and Weakens a Government, 
F eus as it does with a Natural, (for both one, and the other are in greateſt 
= $ danger of Ruin, and Diſſolution; by ſiniſter Accidents that are Inteſtine, 
becauſe by ſuch Diſeaſes there is leis Spirit and Vigour left to reſiſt either 

a deſign'd or accidental Evil | 3 

| The Evils Springing from Sale of Places, Evil Diſpoſals, and increaſe 
De Exils are of needleſs Offices being fo numerous, it ſhall ſuffice only to mention ſome 
ny et hre. of them, not queſtioning but every Reader will call to Remembrance 
from the ſome i | | judi hat in his Tranſactions hath hap- 
ef Places, ſome inconveniency and prejudice, chat in bis Tr ons hath hap- 
| OR ned to him, by reaſon of chis pernicious practice; without diſpute, 
Places were Places and Employs wich Salaries, or Fees, were Originally given to 
formerly given Men as Rewards for their Labours, Fidelity, and ingenious: Acquire- 
. rewards for ments; but now they being diſpoſed off, like vendible Commodities, to 
e. the higheſt Bidder, tis not reaſonable to believe that Men will be fatis- 
Ke | ed with Labour and Salary only, for then, like Prodigal Fools, they 
part wich their Money without Receiving an Equivalent, ſo as to reim- 
burſe them ale aſe Money.they muſt exact hey ond what. is Legal, 
nad thus by their evil Practices they malte che miele: R 3 


- 
on 4 
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And as chere ſeems a kind of necellity for the Purchaſer to Extort, td 4 
ſiecure the Intereſt, and regain the Principal, there muſt conſequently 


pays only for Officiating) or to _ him any manner of Improvement, 


parent the Purchaſer is unhappily under a nece 
regularly to make himſelf a Gainer; and the Seller muſt promote and 


ſo culpable in their Actions as Superior Magiſtrates are, for not putting putting tbe 


for Inſtance in Memory, There were no Coal or Corn Meeters, (eſpeci- 


24 good deſign to employ Poor Ancient Citizens to look to the true Mea- 
ſuxing of Coals and Corn, that the Buyers might not be defrauded by 


Rate by the Imployer, as tfiey could agree. But in proceſs of time, 
when Avarice contrived Means to get Wealth by Plundering the 8 
— | the 
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The Vendor” 


follow'the Connivance of thoſe that Sell the Places at their Exadtions, gen — 4 
other ways it would be counted unmerciful, as well as unjuſt and fraudu- i 77 Þ 
lent, to Sell any thing not Equivalent to the Purchaſe, (for the Sallary purchi er. 


—— — 


tho' never ſo vicious of what he hat | 


7 


dearly bought, from which 'tis up- 
1 ty ob Cheat and act Ir- 


countenance his Exactions, by which means Oppreſſion is as free from 
Puniſhment, as if it were Authorized by the Law, for Law if not put 
in Execution, fignifies no more to cure an Evil, then Phyſick in a Cloſet al 
Window, one ſuffers the Vice to Reign, and the other the Diſtemper. | S: 
No Man will ever blame a Lana (but will pity him) for not being. „ —- itt 
willing to take Phyſick, but all will blame the Phyſician who does not 3 9 
adminiſter it unto him, thus the evil Practiſers of thefe Crimes are not amd for ret 


in Execution Laws which in due place ſhall be incerted to Cure their Laws inExear-: | 
diſtracted Practices. They are the Stones that grind the People, whileſt *. | 
the others are but their Slaves that turn them; Care ought to be taken 
by good Laws and Examples to bring Men to Honeſty, for Vertue and 
Honeſty are no Muſhrooms, that grow up in a Night; they are not ſo 
Natural, that they will grow as our Bodily Strength and Stature do, 
Fw we ſleep, but are the effects of Care, Government and In- 
. 1. ; | | 
konngh the many Places Sold, there are ſeveral, for as much Money | 

as the very Intereſt would amount to the Honeſt Income thereof, and * 
the Magiſtrates know it; From whence then have ſuch Purchaſers rais d 1 
their Eſtates but from Oppreſſion and Theft? It can be call'd no better, | F 
to take from another what in Right is not due. 3 1 
The Magiſtrates of the City of London are Notoriouſly Guilty, in The Maziſtrates| | 
ſetting to Sale a great number of Places and Employments of Truſt, as J London Regs 
ſhall be — mentioned ; ſetting forth the teveral Places and Sums Fa His 9 
given for them, amounting to above 180000 l. which Sum is raiſed three ., | 
times over by the Purchaſers, by their Exaction upon the People; ſome | 
of which they can have no Right to Give, much leſs to Sell, becauſe 4 
there is no Right or Property to the very Being of ſuch Employs : As | 


ally ſuch Profirable Places as they are now made) for their Original was 


fal®Meafure ; for which Care and Inſpection they were paid a ſmall 


1 PS. 
4 
” 3 — 
* ; 1 0 — 
: EFT, 2 * „ 6 Bow te re 
n — n ] ee ER: N ? 4 / 


4 ella —— in OW + . <a th 0 i, A 2 ahh con tegtie bay — . —ͤͤ — ÿU——é 
— 


* 
i 
0 


1 


rt, Corn 


1 


6 


| 


, 
+ 


© mpanies, 


Granaries fir theleſs we Pay. In Memory, thoſe People were paid 


Corn, an 


| Warc-houſes but now its quite otherwiſe; and then the Magiſtrates not only took 
| for Coals, were Care to the Meaſuring Coals and Corn, but were ſo Provident-and Care- 
Built to ſupply ful of the Good and Benefit of the Iu that 52 S uſed te have 


| the Ci. 
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lecters, O's gell a Vacancy in the Caal-Adeeting for Eighteen hundred pounds, 


erly, by it may be queſtioned, whether any of the preſent Maſters, Coal-Meeter 
Focieries and or Corn- Meter, ever ſaw 100 Chaldron or 100 Quarters Meaſured in 


RI 


the Magiſrates created Fifteen Coal: and Ten Cen- Adneter, and 


b Coal Mcet- ſuffered. them to take ſuch Extortions as are now exacted ; 


* 


which means their Values are ſo enhanced, that a Lord-Mayor ſhal 


and inthe ee Aran One . fix hundred pound, the whole 
Amounting to Forty three thouſand pounds es. 
The plauſible pretence that the * of London have for their 
Erecting and Continuing ſuch Employments and Offices, is, that ſuch 
Care is taken that every Buyer ſhall have his full, and juſt Meaſure, but 


their whole Lives, but leave its inſpection to Underlings, whom never 


that did the Duty, 


their particular Granaries, at the Bridge-Hlouſe, Built and other places 
at the Charge of the Publick, where they ſtored up great Quantities of 
Sea-Coal, and Thouſands of Quarters of Corn; which was bought with 
the Charity of thoſe who were brought upon the Livery, and when made 
Free, they paid a certain Fine, the Company at the fame time giving 
them a Receipt, with Promiſe, that if ever they ſhould be reduced to 
want, they ſhould have the Value; of the Money laid down in Corn and 
Cepls, Gratis; which Fund was mightily advanced by many Dying Per- 
ſons, Bequeſts and Legacies, and Fines of Aldermen, Sheriffs, Livery- 
Men and others (which Annually amounted to vaſt Sums.) Y 
This was of infinite advantage both to Rich and Poor, for Buying theſe 
Commodities when Cheapeſt, and going to Market with ready Money, 
they were oblig'd in times of Scarcity to Sell them out to the Poor at a 
very moderate Price, which commendable Practice has been for ſeveral 
Fears diſcontinued, to the unſpeakable prejudice and diſſervice of the 
Poor, many of whom by neglect of fo good a Cuſtom, are reduc'd even 
to great hardſhips in Winter, and Times of Scarcity; yet moſt of the 
laid Money is ſt ill Exacted, but converted to other uſes, as is the Profit 
of the ſaid Warerhouſes, being Let out to private Men. 
Ihe inexpreſſible advantage of this Laudable and never to be forgotten 
Cuſt om, is further evidenced in the frequent Scarcity of Corn, for ſince 
the City and Suburbs have near doubly increaſed the number of Inha- 
:bicants, and the Cory now coming into the hands of a very few Factors, 
and ſeveral notorious Huckſters, there being in all rarely a Months (and 
lometimes not a Weeks) Store in London, 10 that upon contrary Winds, 
| Exoit, Want of Convoys, or any other true or pretended: Reaſons, they 
apjutily raiſe the Market upon the Poor, on purpule to improve their 
ae ere $8564 fe 123 {ST 49 . OWu 
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own Profits, altho? there be enough in the Nation, an Inconveniency 
the City ſeldom ſuffer d under in thoſe charitable times, when the ahove- 
mentioned Cuſtom was duly obſerved and practic CCP. ; 
The ſame may be affirmed in the caſe of Coals, and this as well as the 
other, was an advantage likewiſe to the Sellers, who were under no 
apprehenſion of havidly their Goods lye upon their Hands; becauſe they 
were ſure to come to à certain, tho? not always an equal Market, which 
kept the Plough continually going, and the Colliers Ships Sailing, to the 
Improvement of Navigation, and the general ſatisfaction of the Nation: 
- How Baſe and Mean Spirited does Avarice make Men, (indee 'tis The Keeper offi 
the Original of many Crimes) that the Ciry Magiſtrates (who are ac- — ; 
counted to be choſen to ſuch Dignities for their fair and honeſt Behavi- Place ſet to 
ours) ſhould ſer to Sale the moit.diſhonourable,and deſpicable Employ- Sale. 
ments in the Kingdom, as the Place of a Goaler; then it cannot be for 
the Reputation of the City and Publick Authority; that a Keeper of 
Newgate ſhall pay for his Place 3 500 l. No, tis upon Account of his 
being permitted to Exact from theſe unhappy Priſoners; for the miſera- 
ble Complaints of his Cruelty that Robs the very Robber, will not 
be Heard, or Redreſſed ſince he has paid ſo large a Purchaſe for his Em- 
ployment : Twould puzzle the Brain of a good Natur'd Man to find out 
the many Cruelties and Inventions that are uſed to ſqueeze Money from 
the Priſoners. ?Tis ſuch an Employment, that an allowance from the 
Publick ought to be given for its Execution, but inſtead of that the 
Goalers have Connivance, to Oppreſs, Exact and Defraud by all man- 
ner of ways the poor confined miſerable Creatures, and they by ſuch 
Unjuſt and Unmerciful Dealings, accumulate Eſtates and live Riotouſly, 
and their Turn-Keys, Sutlers, and Subjanizaries ate fed and fatten'd from 
the leavings of their Maſter's Villanous Rapines; But if thoſe Places 
were beſtow'd on Meek and Honeſt Reputed Men, they would not be 
in ſuch need of Screwing Money from the Priſoners, neither could they 
have the Excuſe for their Barbarities ; That they Bonght their Places, and 
muſt one way or other make up their Purchaſe Money. - 
Moreover the conſtant Inſpection of the Magiſtrates is a Duty as well 
as Glory, to ſee that theſe unfortunate People may not be impoſed upon, 
by thoſe heavy and intollerable hardſhips, which. the Goaler and his 
Subſtirutes continually load them withal. For Magiſtrates ought fre- 2 
quently to go in Perſon into the ſeveral Lodgings and Apartments of the 7**Magiſtra 
Friſoners, to ſee that their uſage be Chriſtian and -Honeſt. Ee hong ; 
Beſides theſe, there are ſeveral more Imployments in the City Sold at 1 
ſuch Extravagant Rates, that without Extortion be winked at, Men gveral 575“ 
cannot poſſibly recover the Firſt Purchaſe, much leſs acquire a large E- Places Sola 
ſtate, as many do: All which particulars, ſhall ſome other time be ſet Extrauiga 
forth by themſelves, to demonſtrate - the World the vaſt Sums of Mo- Rates. 
| 2 IS | 
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ney that are rais'd by thus giving Liberty to the Purctiaſer, to be am 
Oppreſſor with impunity. | 
N Accuſa- One of the moſt Noble and Excellent (tho much depreſt and neglect=- 
ns ought t ed) Means for the preſervation of a Government in good Order, is, 
encowaged: That particular Care be taken not to- ſtifle and diſcountenance, but 
to admit and Cheriſh all Juſt and Reaſonable Accuſdtions, and the rea- 
ſon for it is moſt convincing and obvious, in as much as they are not 
only the unqueſtionable Rights, but che ſirong Defence and Bullwark 
of the Subject, againſt thote who being Biaſſed by Ambition and. Ava- 
rice, &c. ſhall either contrary to (or by Eluſion and corrupt Practice) 
of the Law, by Clanceſtine Bribery and Extortion, or by other ways of 
open Violence, or ſecret Fraud, ſeek to Invade, and: Deſtroy. their I. i- 
herties, Properties and Native Rights. | 
The want of ſuch a due, conitant and impartial Adminiftration.of © - 
Juſtice in this particular, hath been the grand Cauſe of all the Cruelty, *. 
Oppreſſion, Extortion, &c. That hath ſo often interrupted the ſtream 
bs, Neglect of of publick Peace and Proſperity, and ſtill threatens the. Nation. with ut- 
Wich has been ter Ruin: Fho we have told you the Evil Practices by Bribery, and Ex- 
An, e. tortion, that moſt in · publielr Offiees are guilty off, yet we muſt allow. 
1 ſome Officers to: manage publick Employments, are convenient, and ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to Execute in various Stations, but Officers by their 
Power being become very formidable, that now it very much lyes in- 
Beers to man · their Breaſts, either to Right or Injure their Neighbours, ſo they ſhould. 
t Publiek be lookd to like Guo-Powder, which rightly made uſe of will. ver. 
; \ #85) yang the Enemy; but through Treachery or Carelefneſs: may Fire and blow 
3 up the whole Magazeen of our peace and Liberty. All in Offices ought 
bz: ould be like Rivers to be bank'd into their proper: Courſè, that by their extra va- 
eric. gant over-flowings and Eruptions, they, may not Drown and. Deſtroy the 
2 Neighbouring Cottagers; for.if they once forſake Reaſon, Moderation, 
apd Vertue, Viceand Avarice will be predominant. | 
iS This is too viſible to be denied, as for inſtance only, in the diſpoſal  . 
of too many Places of Truſt and Power. in the Government, as are ſo 
frequently and i{candaloully ſet to Sale to the higheſt Bidder, or (what's 
as bad) beſtow'd upon Favourites, Connivers, or Confederates in Evil, 
| tho* never ſo uneapable, and theſe Calamities (among many others) are 
TY dra en upon the Nation by the neglect · to Encourage juit Accuſations. 
EE Thus in a narrow campals is laid open the very Source and Spring 
Eee of Mitchief and Diforder. inevitable, Whileſt things are thus .corruprly 
lacas there ic managed, for by this means many Ferfans of Integrity, and experienc'd 
2 cha,  Abilaty, to perform aud execute, are Lock'd out, and others, how. De- 
| N cla bauched ſoever in their Morals, or. Atheiſt ical, and vtierly incapable of 
dilcharging the Duty of the Employments-they hold, either by Favour, , 
or Veree of 2ltrong Purſe, are Daily. admitted into ſuch parts of the 


L publick Adminiſtration, where their, Ignorance: and Inability * | 
© on | 1 the in 


; 
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em wholly· Unſerviceable, at leaſt Irregular and Negligent, and perhiapT 


eir Diſhoneſty very prejudicial to the Government. Irreparable de- 
jment and ruin is the fame Evil to the Nation, whither it proceeds from 
navery or Ignorance; and though we'll ſuppoſe ſome Purchaſers to be 
eſt in their Principles and fitting for their Places, yet by reaſon of 
eir heavy Sums foi Admiſſion, they are forc'd to become Spunges to 
> Money from the People; and they lye under the ſtrong temptation, _ 
r rather neceſſity of ſtretching the Duty of their Office in. raifing their? 
es, and taking Bribes to reimburſe their purchaſe Money; by which 
eans, too many Places wherein the honour of Truſt (with a moderate 
ncome) would otherwiſe be an ample gratification, are now become a a 
erfect Mart of Intereſt and wear with this further calamitous aggra- 
ation and inconveniency, that a 


] 
ae temptation.in their lower claſſes of truſt, together with their joynt, 
rd ſeveral mildemeanours and faults muſt be very ſlenderly inſpected, . 
xr at beſt but mildly puniſh'd and: that rarely too,leaft otherwiſe, they 
Nrike at the Grand Offenders Farm or Fee-ſimple, his down- right Pur- - 
aſe and Penny-worth, for none are ſo Blind as not to fee thoſe Cheat- 
ing Underlings have their. Pfotectors, the Demons, to whom they Sacri- 
ice part of their Rapins. | 


lity, and deflouting the Virgin Purity of 


* 


"rhe inferiour Officers lying under the 


Purchaſing Offices or Places, is confinin the defuſive Rays of Liberal- . Sher fina-a 
uſtice, checking and curbing; plauſible pre- 


her in the Nobleſt Exerciſes of, her Dominion, and not only adminiſtring tence to juSifie-- 


a plauſible colour for defending Bribery, Extortion and Oppreffion, but 
to double and treble the Value, to manage them to the beſt advantage of 
the Seller, and put him upon the rack of improvement too; what is it 
leſs than beſpeaking the unfitteſt Men (through want of Honeſty' or 
Experience) that can be met with, to manage thoſe Places and Affairs, 
in which Juſtice and Reaſon requires the moſt Upright and Judicious - 
Perions ; for never any Man came into any Office by the mediation of 
his Gold, but he was compell'd to exerciſe his Authority Wickedly, 
which makes the Publick Offices to be like Briars, to-which Sheep re- 
pairing for ſhelter, muſt unavoidably be forc'd to part with ſome of their 
leece. | | E 


Tis by theſe means that places of truſt are Debauchd, when a Mer- And 
einary Officer by vertue of his Poſt of Authority, having ſo great a part 7 


5 


a rerets - 
nian in 


the Ri an - 1 . 2 bt . power will un- 
of the Rights and Properties of the People intruſted in his own corrupt ne. be. 


hands, is thereby only let into a power of undermining and deſtroying 545e#; Liber--- 
both his own and Fellow Subjects. Liberties, and by his Petty Authority tie. 


gives a Countenange to his ur jquſt Practices, being at the ſame time not 
only convived at or countenanced, but often juſtified by Superiours, in- 
raiſing the value of an unlawful Sale, becauſe he finds a numerous ſort 
of People thriving and doing well, by living and doing ill; a degene- 
rate aud unwarthy Practice, directly contrary to the. Office. of all _ 3 
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Nen in truſt, whoſe Duty and Glory conſiſts in curbing the growth 
£ Oppreſſion, retrenching Exorbitancy, and not ſelling Impunity to thi 
Evil doer : For certainly, *tis as reafonable to believe the ſtream wi 
Tiſe higher, or be clearer than the Fountain, its Origin, as to think In 
feriour Officers will practice only Vertue, when Superiors their Origi 
. nals, practice the quite contrary ; The Vices of the People are from thei 
Governours, thoſe of their Governours from defects in the Laws, an 
thoſe of the Laws from the Legiſlators, what ever was imperfect at the 
Birth, comes very rarely or never to perfection, and the Formation of 
Ate an Officer is in the manage of his Superiours. 
has ſome Fried The Evil we ſpeak of though ſo Pernicious in preſent, and threatning 
and Abettor. Deſtruction in Future Ages, yet it has many Friends and Abettors to 
to ſupport its Wicked Tyranny and Grandeur; the Ambitious, the 
Rich, the Fearful and the Lazie, thoſe that know the Law, and unjuſll 
get by it, and all thoſe whoſe Livelyheod depends upon Exactions and 
Rapine ; and ſince the Perſons here defcrib'd, compoſe tos many of the 
influencing part of the Nation, *cwill be a work of the greateſt difficulty, 
and requires the unanimous endeavours of all good Men to ſhake off the 
Fetters that have long gall'd and confined our Liberties and Rights, tho 
at firſt they were Chains which by our Looſeneſs and Careleſneſs we 
ſuffered our ſelves tobe ſhackelled with ;*twill be an Herculean Labour to 
5 Conquer our home-bred Evils and Paſſions. 5 

Evil —_— To what Evil at laſt will not theſe Lewd and Infamous Precedents 
5 eres 5, lead us, when even the common Hangman (incouraged no doubt by the 
male Nen fe- Authority of greater Examples) will ſcarce give a Malefactor a caſt of 
get Compaſſion his Office without a Bribe, very formally forfooth demanding his Fees, 
and Humanity. higling with him too as nicely as if he were going to do him ſome mighty 
Favour. 5 | : | 
And theſe like Practices are undeniably the grounds from whence our 
'Calamities and Miſchiefs have ſprang, and by theſe very means they 
have continued their anos bt hg to that fatal height we now ſo jultly 
regret, and which requires all che Application and Power of the Govern- 
ment to reſtrain and remedy : *Tis by Bribery alone, or the Favours of 
unjuſt Partialiry, that little or no regard hath been had to Induſtry and 
| Merit, that the Lame and Blind, or What is worſe, oftentimes the Igno- 
rant, Covetous, or Malicious, have been intruſted with che Knowledge 
and Management of our Publick Affairs, whilſt the Ahle and Honeſt for 
want of thoſe powerful wicked Charms, are ſhamefully Excluded and 

Conremned. 3 
Is not the juſt The word Officer owns a Servitude and Duty to be Paid, ſo i cannot 
SaIllary, bu the reaſonably be thought that any ſhould give Money for ſuch an Acquire- 
exatted Per- ment, for certainly at the firſt Erecting of Offices and Places, they were | 
quiſites, that given away by a Judicious Liberality, with a competent allowance only 


cauſe men 10 . ſtance. icy of the Imploy, but conſidering 
| purch.ſeplaces, Tor a ſuitable ſubſiſtance, to the ry 0 ploy, ah 


(6229 
hat great Sums of Money have been of late paid for Places and Imploy- 
wg? mult be — that the een are bad Stewards of 
their Eſtates, or that greater Profits are made by executing ſuch Office 
then at their Origin were allowed or 7 and that the expecte 
fenefits made by Exactions is the chief (if not only) Motive to purchaſe 
Imploys. et Binders a wa IT 1 A1 8 b 
If we at all valued our ſelves as Chriſtians (but that grons nome is too Heb — — 
nuch become a meer cant or term of Art to flatter our forms us of the 
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lves and impoſe 7, ef 2, 

upon the Credulous) our Holy Religion would ſufficiently inform us of Jai, — 
the Sinfulneſs and Danger of this A practice; what dreadful Thunder: out 
Judgments hath the God of Impartial Juſtice Thunder'd out againſt the — 
dle orBribes of Juſtice and its dependances, what exceflive and iſhing — 5 — | 
Penalties hath he threatned upon all manner of Extortion, nay ſo terrible * | 

ze the Denunciations of his Wrath poured out upon all ſuch as ſhall 
dare to ſuffer or incourage it, as are able to ſtagger, and even confound 


the confidence of the molt hardned Sinner; but his, who lies under the 
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Curſe of Final and Incorrigible Un belief? Nn r 
But let theſe Miſcarriages be once remedied, and the whole Babel 
duperſtructure, Erected upon ſo Abominable a Foundation will ſoon 
tumble down, to the unſpeakable Joy of all good Men, the Infinite Ho- 
nour of the Nation, the Comfortable Relief of the People, aud to the 
long deſired Triumph and Reſtoration of Baniſtrd Juſtice. ee. 
For there are two certain Maxims amongſt all Polititicians, That nothing Nothing that i 
that is Violent is Permanent; and that a Lefty Superſtructure Built upon Violent 1s Per- 


1 a weak Foundation, cannot long continue, for Violence is a paſſion in ae. 
extream that ſoon waſtes its fel by acting beyond the bounds of Mo- 
ty deration, and a Lofty Superſtructure, lyes liable to be overtuen'd hy 


every Storm; fo Violent, Unjuſt, and head-ftrong Management of any 
Perſon in Publick Imploys cannot laſt long without being to ; the: detri- 
ment, if not ruin of the Nation, becauſe his Superſtructure of greatneis 
f & Built upon Injuſtice; what by Violence and Injuſtice he wracks from 
cotchers, is like a mighty. tumour in his Body which makes his ſhape Irre- 
if Fular, and is not to be Cured but by Laws put in Execution to bring 
im to his Regular ſhape ; for though the puniſhment ſometime uſed by 
te Lacedemonians and eſteemed worle than Stripes, was to make the 
Gttender Sing an Invective againſt himſelf: and tell his own Crimes, 
yer it would ſigniſie but little to our Criminals againft the Publick.-. 
Who guilty of ſuch Treacheries to their Country, ſure muſt redden ,,...c..,,.. 
with ſhame when they read the Hiſtory of the Siege of Stetin by the pleof aBugici,.: 
Elector of Brandenburgh, where they'l find a Burgher (that had fo true a 
lenſe of the Obligation every Man ought to pay to his Native. Country 
as a Member) preferring its ſafety to the great Tye of Affection be- 
ween Man and Wife, Parent and Children; for when he was defending 
us Walls, a Friend came to him with che diſconſolate News. of his. _ | 
| . | ana 


Strength. 


Lam: not put 
in Execution are 8. 
e 4 el. fie no more to the advanta 


ters. 


We negleũ the 


-inſtin# of Self. ſery and Neceſſity, the Mother of Invention, cannot teach us to be- 


Preſer uut ion. come our own: 
that teaches 


Brutes to find 


ttneir ownCures 


Folicy beyond 


| p 
ghath deftroyed the moſt Famous Nations in the World, and is ſtill the 


preſſure, to ruin thoſe Nations that do not keep Juſtice in its Harmony. 


| WY 

and Children's being killed by a Bomb from the Enemy, falling upon hi 
Houſe, and deſired him to go and fee them Interr'd; but he like: 
Heree reply'd, Friend, pray ſee them Buried, for I cannot ſtir from givin 
Aſſiſtance to my Mother Country that is dangerouſly M and near Expiring. 
Tis a common Saying, Policy is beyond Strength, and in this it vll 
appear true, for if a Politick Body be founded upon good Laws, an 

thoſe exactly kept, it will be more laſting than the ſtrongeſt piece 9 

Architecture that can be Built, for there is a natural decay in Structures 

but not in juſt Laws; and a Government cannot expire unleſs by Piſot- 
ders and Irregularites, it breeds Vermin in its ſelf to eat its own Bowelz 
but che making good and equitable Laws if not put in Execution, ſign: 
of a Nation, than a Cannon not loaden to 

the defence of a City, eis but a Pot-gun to Bugbear the timerous, for 
'the City will from its weakneſs fall into the hands of the Enemies, and 

the Nation by not acting according to the ſtrength of the Laws, will be 

deſpiſed by Forreigners, an@inſulted by the vileſt of its own Inhabitants, 

who will commit what enormities their deprav'd Natures leads them to, 
fo that by their Libertiniſm and Wicked Actions they will waſte and 

quite ruin their Native Country, which from many Examples we find 


reaſon of their Bondage and Servitude, and daily continues to be the 


In all Ages we find that ſome Men in Offices, ated Villanies, And 
were accounted Men of bad Practices, and of Evil Reputation, for moſt 
commonly in Holy writ the Publican, or publick Officers, was joyn'd with 
Simiers, To we having had more experience of the Evils Committed by 
uch, not only ought to beware, but ſhow our ſelves ſenſible of the ma- 
ny grievances our Nation lies under, by their Increaſe and Male Admi- 
niſtration, and follow theſe. or ſuch like ways to correct the Offenders, 
and encourage the Honeſty of the few well-Doers. | 
To what a ſtupidneſs is our Nation fallen, that even Oppreſſion, Mi- 


| Politicians, and apply proper Remedies for the Cure of 
our Diftempers; Tho to do it, is ſo natural to any Creatures under Pain, 


that the very Beaſts will become their own Fhyfitians, and by a Natural 


Inttinct, ſeek thoſe rhings that are proper for their Cures - Indeed, tho 
many Men are ſenſible of and underſtand the ſpeculative part of Remedy, 
yet very few are willing to put their Hands to the Practick ; and tho 
Jo many were fer Addrefling for the Engaging in the preſent neceflary 
War, yet too many are unwilling to pay their Quota's towards defraying 
the Charge, but try by Favour aud Connivance, and other (too often) 


aticed. Method) to evade their paying, but on the contrary, 
en of Vertue, and Lovers of their Mother-Country, in - £onfide- 


ration of the numerous Family ſhe hath to provide for, and protect, would 


not 


"EY 
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not only return and abate ſome part ef their Lot and Portion, but out of 
a Generous Compaſſionate Nature, ; the whole profits of their Em- 
ploys to contribute to the ſupport of the publick Good, eſpecially during 
this expenſive War. It is the Great Incomes of Employments that cauſes 
moſt of ſuch Men to ſollicit for them, but *ris not doubted if they 
ſhould quit, not finding the honey of vaſt benefit daily to flow in, Others 
more experienced and worthy, would only for Pocket expence, faichfully 
diſcharge the truſt of ſuch Imployments, having regard to the good of 
the Nation, and the Reputation of being thought fir to be intruſted with 
the Nations weighty Affairs. Vet to our ſorrow: we find many who 
grumble at what they give towards its ſupport, and very few that do 
expoſe themſelves with that bravery for their Countries good, as their 
Anceſtors have done, but imploy their Inventions, how by any methods 
they may acquire Eſtates, not how prudently with the leſs expence the 
charge of the War may be defrayed; nor will the Rich and Great Oſh- 


cers in Civil Imployments, leſſen their Exorbitant Incomes which they 


receive from the diſtreſſed Public. 
If the Officers in Places of Truſt had their Imployments Gratis, and 
choſen Annually by ' Balorting as hereafter is directed, their Sallaries or 


Fees might be retrenched, which would be a favour to them, and a great 


advantage to the Nation, for whilſt ſome kept their Hundreds in their 
Pockets, and others their Thouſands, they would neither be under the 
temptation nor want of Extortion. The Eſtabliſh'd Fee or Salary, would 


not only be enough for their maintenance, bur infinirely more to their 
eaſe and ſatisfaction, for in this caſe they would lye under no care or 
neceſſity to fetch up the large Purchaſe Sums, firſt given for their Imploys 


or Offices. | | 
Large Sums given for any place (till recovered ) are reckoned 


as ſo much Bread borrowed out of the Mouths of the Purchaſers Children, 


beſides a moderate Perquiſite in an Office that comes free from a kind 
Patron's Gift, is gratefully received, whilſt on the contrary there are 


no thanks owing for a Purchaſe; thongh attended with never ſo large - 


and profitable Apurtenances, but every Man that hath an Imploy on 
account of his Merit only, will, out of Gratitude, and Self-Intereſt, be 
careful of a legal diſcharge of his Duty, becauſe he not only holds in, as 
long as he doth honeſtly demean himfſelf, bur has the pleaſing Proſpect 
of advancement, fuitable ro his manage and honeſty ; beſides, he lies 
liable to be turned om for his Miſcarriages, for twould neither be a Su- 
perior's or Mai.er's Iutereit he holds from, to uphold him in Injuftice, 
nor indeed could he himfelf reaſonably complain of being puniſh'd for 
it, nor would the Government find her Offices, ſo overſtock'd with Fa- 
vourites or Iil Men. | | | 
Buy ſuch intruſted Perſons, our endeavours for the Nations good have 
been diſappointed, 
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Dut . 


Our Publick Undertakings embarraſſed, our Truſt not faithfull 
diſcharged, our Councils diſcovered and Deſigns defeated ;-thus hat 
the Government undiſcernably received her mortal Wound by the hands 
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By Purchaſe, is by this Golden Key that Ill Men of whatſoever denomination, are 
| anworthy Men admitted into the Government, and this conſideration is of greater Im- 
gct intoImploys, | 
ortance, (as we ſhall hereafter make appear,) than moſt are aware of, 
or as it is a certain Inlet to unavoidable danger, which every prudent 
State would indeavour to prevent, ſo it reflects on the Wiſdom of our 
Government, to ſuffer the ſafety of their Perſons and Peace, and Happi- 
neſs of the honeſt Subjects to lye liable to be interrupted or prejudiced, 
by the diſhoneſty of a Purchaſer or unworthy Favourite, who for his 
Juſtification, ſhall plead a power he is inveſted with by his Imployment. 
Is not this ſufficient to diſcourage good Men from deſerving well of that 
enn can Government, which makes no diſtinction between honeſt Men and 
ſwift without Knaves, but indifferently Sells her Favours to the higheit bidder ? in fine, 
| fone ſort of Ju- there never hath been any Nations, Conjunctions, or United Bodies of 
ice. Men, either by Government, Conſtitution, or Private Combinations, 
though joyned in the moſt Unjuſtifiable, Inhumane, and Diabolical de- 
figns, which have not exactly Obſerved ſome Juſtice (if in performing. 
Contracts of Villany it may be ſo called) amongit themſelves (as funda- 
mentally ueceſſary bor the maintaining the Intereſt of their Communities): 
but upon the deviating of the good, or departing of the Wicked from 
ſuch Rules, have fallen into Society or Government Diſtempers, and 
Confuſions, that have not only hindred their Flouriſning, but alſo have 
threatned, if not totally — ſuch Societies or Conjunctions. 
Hrut as end He- Though in all Ages there were Evil Men, that had as it were, ingroſs'd 
toe for li the Rich Imployments of the Nation, and by their Power had Accumu- 
Count.) lated Riches, puſh'd forward towards Inſlaving the People; yet we then 
had ſome honeſt Brutus that valued and conſidered the Publick good, 
and like Heroes for their Country, ſtood in the Gap to prevent our Inſla- 
F ving, and fence us from the Arbitrary Intulcs of deſigning Oppreſſors, 
| but now with Grief and Shame be it ſpoken, their practiced Magnanimity, 
it and daring to oppote the Torrent of Vices; and Vicious Men is by a. 
f ſhameful Puſilanimity too much neglected, and very few have honeſt 
Courage enough to cope with the Moniter that would devour our dearly 
Beloved Lady Liberty; and Vice is fo countenanced and ſtrong, that it 
8 can bring a number into the Field, able to act Offenſivsly againit a imall 
1 handful of Vertuous Men; it lies open and daring, ſcorning to lurk be- 
L kind the | ines of Conceaiment and Diſhmulation. | 
50 The prodigious Multiplication of Officers, is allo a vaſt Tax upon the 
„„, e Publick, and the natural retult of the corrupt practice of Selling of 
| fa Q!thces; for when the Superiors have but once tailed the Sweets of this 
i tort of Chaffering, they are eaſily induced to pretend that — may 
etter 


4 


Cx | 2 
better be diſpatched by more hands, and ſo unneceſſary Officers are 
trumped up, as | 
Daughter, Match a Son, or make up a Sum to purchaſe the remaining 

art of a Poor Mans Eſtate, after the former hath perhaps been ſpent 
in Councils Fees, and paying the extravagant and exacted Demands and 
Charges of their ſeveral dilatory Courts and Offices, and by ſuch corrupt 
means, it is likewiſe rhat the Officers and Profeſſors „ to, and 
depending en the Law, who were at firſt but a few, and under the 
reſtriction of juſt and moderate Fees, (as being deſigned for the Service 
of the Publick in the Adminifiration of Juſtice, and defence of the 
| 3 and Liberties of the People) are now become ſo very numerous, 

and ſo extravagant in all their demands, and withal, ſo Corrupt and 
Fraudulent, that they ſeem to be joyned in an unanimous and direct Con- 
ſpiracy, to Rob and Defraud the reſt of Mankind, and violate through 
connivance, all the Rules of Juſtice and good Policy; they are a kind of 
Licenc'd Free-Booters, who take all they lay their hands on for lawful 
Prize, and are accountable to none but their own Avarice and Ravage; 


often as they have occaſion to give a Portion with a 


though Evil Men may have diſturbed the ſtreams, yet the Springs, 
Law and Juſtice in themſelves are Sacred and Clear, and thoſe 


that are the worthy Profeſſors and Miniſters thereof, are of great and 
valuable uſe, nor can Civil Societies ſubſiſt without them. 


It is not therefore againſt the Being, but the abuſe of the Law, that we WottheLaw,but 
tbeextrauagant 
Charge, is tbe 


| Inveigh, nor doubt we at all of the concurrence of the Few, Fair, and Ho- 
nourable Profeſſors of the Law, to thoſe Regulations that ſhall appear 
uſt, lets Chargeable and Convenient, whoſe tendency ſhall be for con- 
fining in the appointed Channel, the extravagant overflowing of every 

Dilatory Coverous Lawyer; and for the better ſecuring and advancing 
of the Tranquillity and Preſervation of the Nation, in every reſpect for 
Polterities advantage as well as preſent Benefit; but nom our Laws are 
ſo ambiguous, that they may be Eternally diſputed and never reconciled. 


Pp Croat 


By the Creation of ſo many Officers, Thouſands leave off their Trades The Danger vf 
in the Manufactures of the Nation, and ſeveral breed their Children up 4ependance on 
only to be fitting for Publick Imploys, ſo muſt depend wholly upon the %%% In- 


plays. 


ex:ravagaut manage of the Nations Affairs; by which means, our Ma- 
nufactures are made ſo dear, that it gives incouragement for our Neigh- 
bours, to venture at the making Commodities for themſelves, and ſend- 
ing to us, they turn to their advantage whilſt we are unhappily buſied 
in vexing one another. 
Our Fore-Fathers certainly deſigned to found our Laws upon reaſon 
and Juſtice, and that they ſhould be Barriers to ſecure the Subject from 
Oppreſſion; but could not foreſee the vicious wreſting them to ſerve the 
moſt Wicked Intereſt. | 7 28 

The Money expended, and the Dilatorineſs chat is now practiced, to 
the ruin of the Subject, eſpecially in Controverſies relating to _ 
| | D 2 or 


grievance. . 


- , ow 


— 


— a * - + * — - * 8 _ — — 
D 222 2 2 : 
A —— . - he . „ 7 
- - — * - 


91 
FF 
4 
1 


' The Evils in 
the pradlice of 
the Lam. 


C3 | 3 

(for in ſome ſuch Caſes the remedy is worſe than the Diſeaſe, oftentimes 
y reaſon of the vaſt charge in Law or Equity; concerning differences in 
Traffick or Merchandizing) it would be a far leſs loſs to ole the whole, 
than try by Law toregain part ſure no Man is ſo Deaf, but he daily hears 
the loud out- crying of the People about this abuſe, and none are fo 
great ſtrangers to our Country, but know theſe unmerciful Truths, 
and it may with equal reaſon be expected, that a bad Tree ſhould bring 
forth wer Fruit, as that happineſs and Juſtice ſhould be the conſequence: 
% | 5 7 
Towards the farther ſuppreſſing the ſtill growing Enormities, occaſi- 
oned by Sale of Places, Cc. ſpecial regard ought to be had to the Abi- 
licies and Honeſty of tho ſe intruſied in an) Office, wherein any Power 
is inveſted to execute the ſeveral proceedings relating to the ſeveral 
e of Truſt; the Ability and Honeſty of thoſe who are Im- 
ployed in the Superiour Places of Truſt, and have the diſpoſal of Places 
under them, ought more nicely to be examined and obferved, for if the 


Fountains are corrupt, the Streams will conſequentiy be impure. 


Frampie pre- 
valent. 


If thoſe who ſhould Redreſs, and Exhort to. Juiice, will be Biaſs'd 
by private Reſpects, and ſecular Intereſt, the contagion will quickly 
{pread it ſelf over the whole Body. Precedents (eſpecially in thaſe who. 
move in a higher and more Eminent Sphere of Activity) are very Prevalent 
and Dangerous, for under-Officers will be nibling. without ſcruple, 
when they ſee their Matters ſwallowing down whole Mouchfuls without 
Conſcience; beſides, the Superiour will be oblig'd to Connive at their 
Practices in complaiſance to his own Irregularities, eſpecially when 'tis 
conſidered, that he Exacted upon the Officer before he gave him admiſ- 
fon into his Place. For Covetouſneſs is of that ſelfiſh Nature that it 
counts ail Profit and Benefit that goes beſides it ſelf, wrong applied; 'tis 
like Death never ſatisfied, its inſatiable Thirſt is never quench'd by 
{wailowing, and to ſatisfie its Cormorant Deſire, it will put Men upon 
acting whatſoever may find good for it's Ra venous. Stomack ; *rwas of 
io bewitching a Nature that Joel and Abijah the Sons of a Juſt and Ver- 
tuous Samuel, when they were made Judges in Jrael, yielded up their 
Vertue to its Ten. ptations, for they notwithſtanding the Example and 
good Advice of their Father, fer the Law at a Price, and Sold Juilice 
and judgment co the be Chapmen 1 | | 

Tho it was excellent Advice that Jethro the Prieſt of Midian, (tho'. 
an Trassen) gave to his Son in Law Loſecs, that He ſhould appoint Judges 
and Magi rates over the People, to Judge and decide Controverſies, yet. 
Afoles fi ding chat ſuch Provition for Jutiice was not ſuffictent to ſecure. 
che Propi: from liigutice, by reafon their Judges and Officers might be 


corrupt 1 Lot the Peopic by God's appointment choofe by Lot 70 El- 


ders, or a Senate, or Committee to Examine, Appoin, aud Judge of 
me Actionszand yang of che very Judges and Magiſtrates themielves. 


All 


All Men in publick Office ought therefore to be worthy the Character 
here mentioned, Mer of Religion, Reſolution, Integrity, and abhorers of Aua- The Charaer 
rice ;Such whoſe long practiſed, as well as inſtill'd Vertuous Principlee, ſnall Y Me» which 
be of ſtrength to refiit the Batteries of Temptation, and can never de- 8 — = 
ſcend to quit their Reputation for the gratifying enworthy Luſt, or dif- publick, Offices. 
honourable Ends, and ſuch Men there would be, if Vertue were liberally: | 
Rewarded, and Vice ſeverely Puniſhed. in 1 
And our Reformation to produce Happineſs, mightily depends upon 
the Worthieſt and Beſt Choice that can be made, but not intruſt ing to 
them only, but relying upon good Laws and Inſtructions, as Barriers a- 
gainſt all Irregularities which hereafter ſhall be humbly Offer dG. 

Give us good Laws well enforced, and Honelily Executed, and they 
will make us good Men, and without a ſtrict regard to them, frequent 
Ruſt and Corruption, that like the fretting Leproſie, will ſpread them- 
ſelves over the whole Nation, will never be check*d and remov'd, con- 
ſdering that too many (when an Opportunity in Conjunction with pri- 
rate Intereſt fairly preſents) are exceeding fallible. 9985 1 
They are good Inſtructiens, Examples, and Laws that mould and a- 
mend Men's 2 and Morals, and almoſt eradicate a Mans Natu- 
ral Temper (Socrates confeſs'd it to the Athenians, when a Phyſiognomiſt 
pronounced him being of a ſower Countenance, a Treacherous, Wick- 
ed and Unfaithful Perſon, for the Athenians laughing at his miſtake, 
Socrates told them he might have been all thoſe, had he not followed the 
ways of Vertue, to prevent all ſuch Evils; For a Man's Mind is not ſo 
much ſway d by the Diftates of Nature, as by the more powerful Impreſſions 
of Reaſon and Argument. . | 

Towards thoroughly effecting ſuch Reformation and Preſervation as 
is here aim'd at, this Maxim muſt be regarded, and Inviolably kept Sa- 
cred, that the Three States of this Nation, ought by Policy to be fo U- 
nited, and joyn'd together, each with their reſpective Power; concen- 
tering as in One, for a Disjunction or a Diviſion muſt be Deſtructive to 
the Nations Liberty, and will prove like a Leprous Diſtemper in a 
Natural Body, ſpreading it's Malignity to everypart, becauſe the ſame 
Girculatioa Nouriſhes, or Sickens and Enfeebles the whole. | 
And what but Ruin can be expected from inch Confuſions, tho a Na- 

tion in Unanimity be 1.rong like a Sheaf of Arrows bound together, yet 
if by private Intereſt prevailing (or other wiſe it be divided) like the Ar- 
ros unbound, every ſingle Man may cafily be broken and deſiroyed, 
for as a Conjunctioa and Agreement of gocd Men Cements a Govern- 
ment, fo Diviſion deſtroys it; ana where Magiſtrates are Corrupt, a 
Stare cannot ſtand; but on the contrary, we fee Venice like the Statua 
ct Milus Jeans upon an Urn or Water- por which pSureth forth Laws, 
and a Senate iu ſo pure and perpetual a Stream, as will be ever uncapa- 


ble 


1 


the State. great Power, that they Choſe them out of Ten ſevera 


(:30.); 


ble of Corruption, unleſs they depart from their primitive Laws and 
Cooſtitution. 5 2 | FRY. 

The State of Venice, though Originally but an handful of poor F;ſter- 

L Men, or a few Romans fled from the fury of the Goths and Yardals, by 

The Original. of its Policy and Juſtice, both which were contrived, approved, and exe- 

” State of cuted by the Agreement of a General Senate, and Chole all their Officers 

8 by way of Ballotting,hath grown to ſo potent an heighth, and continued fo 

matchſeſs, without any conſiderable Interruption for above Thirteen 

Hundred Years. The chief Reaſon of which Proſperity and Continu- 

apc memo aſcribꝰd to their not putting to Sale n and 

Places of Truſt; but when by Death, or Expiration according to the 

Conſtitution of the Time of continuance, a Vacancy happened, they by 

Tet She proſpe- the Ancient Juſtice of Ballotting, Choſe One amongſt any that pretend- 

red, Chyſing ed to be Elected, by which covered means, every Perſon without of. 

Offeeers by Bal- fending Friendſhip, gave his Opinion who was the moſt deſerving Can- 


lotting. didate, and by their Obſervance of this excellent Conſtitution, That 


neither the greatneſs of Pærentage, abundance of Wealth, nor the Merits of 
Fore-Fathers were to be conſidered in the Preferment of Senators to high 

Places, chiefly preſerved the State from Ruin; for Merit was the ſole 

thing that was valued, in preferring any to publick Employments, and 

their Grand Council B2llatredall Officers Annually, or for 16 Monthe, 

the better to keep the Nobles in expectation, and to enure them to Mo- 

deration, by the.continual viciſſitude of Obedience and Command; for 

if they grew Proud and Inſolent in Annual Imployments, what would 

they not do were they to enjoy them for Life? and if thoſe excluded in 

the Balotation be diſcontent (tho' they have hopes of ſucceeding in the 

next) how would they be diſpleas'd at a refuſal, that ſhould make them 

deſperate, during the whole Life of the Poſſeſſor? by a Yearly Choice, 4 

Gate is always open to deſert ;, thoſe that are found improper may be re- 

”—_ without offence, and more able Perſons ſubſtituted in their 

| ead. | 

But the conſe And ſome-what like what we deſign, is the Council of Ten at Venice, 
quence of her which are Choſen every Year by Ballorting, and have the Cognizance of 
a we —_— all Crimes againſt the State, as Seditions, ill Adminiſtrations, or Break- 
_e _ 75 1 fe ers of the Law; and the Senate are ſo cautious, ee given them ſo 
St. Families, with- 
out any Kindred, or Proximity of Relation, that there may be no par- 
riality or prejudice in their Votes; and the Preſervation of this State 
may be juſtly aſcribed to this Council in all Emergencies that hath hap- 
pened to it, bur of late Years (with grief be it ſpoken) degenerating 
into Vice and Luxury, and derogatiug from the Cuſtoms of their An- 


ceſtors, they have permitted the Sale of Honours, and Imploys, _ 
Sz | Which 


which Innovation it may be fear'd that there be an In- let for the Am 
bitious to ingroſs a Power to themſelves, that may in time vaſſal the 
freedom of the State. Py; 12 


The Athenians ſo Famaus for Wiſe, and Learned Men, ufed this Me- The Athenians 
le. to de- VelbBalletting. 


thod of Ballotrins, and Choſe a certain number out of the Peo de 
termine and judge of Caſes of the higheſt importance, and flouriſhed 
whilſt put in practice this almoſt unerring way of Choſing proper Offi- 
cers for every Employment. 5 15 
There is a great difference between a Cunning Man, and a Wiſe Man, 
and their at, heme run in quite different Channels; One deſigns his 
own Advantage, whilſt the Other out of a generous Spirit chiefly con- 
ſults a general good; the former may be capable of making and choſing 
the Tools or Inſtruments, but the latter will uſe them to the belt publick 
purpoſe, tis one thing to underſtand Perſons, and another to underſtand 
Matters; and it is a fatal Frans to a Government, when cunning 
{\f-deſigning Men ſhall paſs for Honeſt, and Experienced, and are Im- 
ployed in publick Buſineſs, that requires both the Acquirements, from 
which it is evident, how much good depends upon the Choice of fit Men 
into Places of Truſt, and what diſcerning Judgments ire requiſite in the 
Choice, to diſtinguiſh between theſe two, that have different ends tho? 


Twin-like Faces. : | 
As an expedient to reCtifie the ill effects of theſe growing diſorders, 


and Enormities, it ought to be remembred that Thoſe Perſons can never Publich C, 
be real Friends, either to Her Majefty, or the People, who Sacrifice 4 pub- preferr able. 


lick Truſt, to private Intereſt, There can be no diſtinction in Intereſt, 
betwixt Prince and People without Deſtruction, on one ſide or the other, 
uy poſſibly it may prove fatal to both, with whatſoever Chimerical 
Notions of Grandeur and Authority ſuch Caterpillars in Office may fill, 
their Superiors Minds. | „„ 

Now ſeeing. it is exceeding difficult, if not impoſſible, for Her Majeſty, 
the Lord Admiral, Treaſurer,” &c. to Arrive to a full and particular 
Knowledge of the Principles, Merits and Abilities of Perſons making In- 
tereſt for publick Imployments, they are frequently impos'd upon by 
the Recommendation of others (ont of deſign for {elf Intereſt) to the 
manifeſt diſſervice of the Government. 


= In Order therefore to regulate all Abuſes,it is humbly propoſed, that me Pra pol. 


every Seſſions of Parliament, by Lords and Commons, A Council of State 
of Twenty One, Honeſt a: d: Experienced Men be Choſen by Ballotting, not 
any of chem to he Members of either Houſe, or in any publick Imploy, 
or of Affinity one to the other, for there may likely be roo great a par- 
tiallity, ſo be a grievance to the People. 

Thac ſuch a Council may be fully impower'd to Examine into the A- 


hules practiced in every Office, or publick Affair; and likewiſe to pro- 1— of 


pole to Parliament, what Matters relating to the State, they ſhall think 
RE may 
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Examples: 


up in Publick 


uie w. 


6 34.) 


TRAY conduce to the Nations Benefit, and to gu 
t 


ay 
Jnſtruct ions of the Duty 


Ss „ 


Sparta from Ruin; but when hi 


Credit. 


— 
. 


That the ſai 


to Moderation, will be ſaved to the Government, in its ſeveral branches 
— da * g « , | E x : 


(1s) ; 


Piſcuſion of Superiors, under whom ſuch pretender is to Act, it Wilt 


eaſe them of a great deal of trouble in Inquiries, being before hand ac- | 


\ 


ceptod an frring, and capable of ſuch or ſuch an Imployment, and of 


* 
4 
% 
oy 


1 1 r e or Os 
This Method does no way infringe upon the Royal Prerogative (as 
may be ſuggeſted) but it rather preſerves it, for tis not intended that 


the ſaid Board ſhall put any Man into Place or Places of Truſt by their 
Power; but ſhall only recommend ſuch and ſuch as are quallifed for 
ſuch or ſuch an Imployment; by this means, Her Majeſty Will be faich- 
folly ſerved; the Laws put in Execution, our Armies led with Valour 
and Condua, our Fleers imployed (as defigned) for the Safeguard of 


the Nation; Sufpitions-and Jealonſies wilt ceaſe betwixt the Court and 


the people, and every honeſt Man in doing his Duty, will be skreen'd 
from the Inſults of every ill deſign'd Perfon, our Clamours about Abuſes 


will be huſt'd, and no Injuftice will be ated, bur Punifhment will ne- 
ceffarily- follow ; this would be the Golden Age indeed, and Juſtice  .. -. 
would return upon Earth, and this Couneil of State would by ics Impar-- 


tial proceedings give Liberty to every Pauper agriev'd to demand juſtice 
againſt whomtoever has injured him, by the Male Adminiſtration of his 


Office or Imployment, and *rwould ſhield the People from the Inſulty 
of Evil and Tyrannical Superiors. 2210 as 525 2151. 


Tis too great a Truſt to be repoſed in any one Man, to have che Li- 
berty to place any in Publick Toplo 


may be iſpatched by them Privately and in the Dark: whereas placing in imployments, 
too great & 
Tal yt one 


a Man in any Truſt by the Choice of ſeveral, is like Juſtice, hic 
delights in the Light, and ought to be as publick as the common Air, 


for it is againſt it's Nature tobe Chamber*d up, and kept from the Ob- 


ſervation of Eye and Ear Witneſſes. ENT 
Beſides tis almoſt impoſſible for the Government or People to be ſup- 
plyed with Honeſt and Underitanding Officers, without the Examinati- 
on of ſuch a Council, fo choſen by Ballotting; and this is ſo far practiced, 
that an Examination is made by a number of fit Perſons, tho? not the E- 
lection in fo juſt a manner as by Ballotting, in the Choice of Chirurgi- 
ons, Maiters and Pilots of Her Majeſties Ships, and alſo upon admit- 
ting the Practicers in Law and Phyſick, and Miniſters of the Church of 
England, the Pilots by the Maſters of the Trenity- Houſe, the Chirurgi- 


ons by their Company, &c. 


That this Council alſo have Power to inſpect, and enquire into all 


Office; ſo by this war Aur Officers, and confining Fees, and Salaries, 
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ments by his own choice; for Affairs 7, place An 


Offices, and Officers, with their Salaries, and Perquiſites, and Report De Conncits 
the Sums ſo ariling, to leſſen and regulate the Extravagant Fees and Sa- Power. * 
laries received in moſt Offices; and to judge what number of Officers 
are abſolutely neceſſary ro diſpatch the Buſineſs belonging to every 
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| Whenever the Partiameit ſhall think,fit to 
i ef this Propofil, the Autber will be reud) to de- OO | a | 
monSrate the ſeverul-Methodrof Ballotting. == ment, by ſuch Impartial Electors, accord- 
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ef the; Revenue, vaſt, Sums of, Money; and alſo-t : KeECOm1 SPY 
Ballarting, to Rewards or Preferments, ſuch Phone gi 


by, Ballas | 
Faithfully diſcharge their Duty, and are worthy. of better Imploys, and 
to diſcs TO and — ——— of thoſe that ſhall be nad, Gods of 
any Cos or Neglect, either by Vice, or Ignorance. / - 
For every Man in publick Imploy, is but a Steward to that Govern- 
ment that Imploys him, and in Juice and Duty ought to be accounta- 
ble for his management; bur if he be not called to account, and puniſhed 
for Delinquencies, ſuch Eſtate he converts to his own-uſe ; and too ma- 
ny Truſts, have been amangſt us converted to private Mens Intereſt, 
ring not brought to account for their Embezzelments; by which means 
the Nation hath been vaſtly defrauded, and the Offenders unpuniſhed. 


The Advantage By this Choice by Balotting, Worthy Men will be Elected, which 
of Ballotting. ill give Encouragement for Me 12 


n to be Faithful, and Diligent, even in 
Ignferiour Imployments, becauſe they will 
be certain to be Rewarded with Advance- 


| a ing to their Merits. ' 215 Tos 
Since the Sale of Places, and imploying Men uncapable, are proved 

to be Evils; from many Conſequences it muſt be concluded, that thoſe 
that countenance ſuch Practices, have mask*d the publick Abuſes for 
their- private Intereſt: If theſe Practices be not Evils, Why do Men 
. complain 7 And if they be, Why are they not amended ? The greater 
a Miſery is, when tis capable of Recovery, the more reaſonable is com- 
%%% ͤ v AT por 5 at 
Tho” tis not ſo much at the Perſon of an Evil Agent we are diſpleaſed, 

as at the Evil of his Actions; yet all poſſible means ought to be uſed, 
that are conſiſtent to the promoting a publick Weal, and as the Life of 
aRobber is taken away in Terrour, that People may be ſecure in cheir 
Rights and Poſſeſſions; ſo from the ſame Reaſon, Evil Adminijtrators 
in any Imployment ought to be puniſhed, leait the Wicked Contagion 
ſhould head, and the Malefactors themſelves proceed to more and 
greater Offences: Sure the Evil we have ſuffered from ſuch Wicked 


Managers, - ſhould make us Circumſpect and Cautiogs, and this Caution 


make us Wiſe, as One conſidered rightly z who, when he was Dying, 
was told, he muſt Repay to every one whar he had taken from chem, 
bequeathed his Prudence to his Enemies that had made him careful of his 
Every Officer that wilfully betrays his Truſt, or through Ignorance, 


er Neglect, ſhall not well perform his Imploy, may by any Perion be 


complain'd againſt, to the intent that he ſhall be diſcharg'd from his ſaid 
| hnploy, provided a Mildemeauor de lerving Ex pulſion, be provꝰd againſt 
him But if the Superior or Chief, in whom the Power is, do nos 
dun bim et ot the fad Office , ar «otherwiſe, puniſh him 
— 5 K 
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ther, ſhall have the Liberty, by Information, or otherwiſe, to Proſecute, 
the Offender by any of He Mz 1 
Charge, provided the Ptoſe _—_ 
if he does not make out his. Accuſation 3 ction, de- Ne oh 1 
| lay or any other means ſhall og a ſpeed Nee ene 


ſed be Convicted, he ſhall be made utterly incapable of ever holding any fn je incapac | 


Men in Office, to have a publick Regiſter kept, of every Officers Merits, , | 
or Offences, that when opportunity offers, Teo well-deſerving may be 483 
advanced, and the Culpants reproved ; this method of remembrance is cercBebauionrss. | 


the School Boys when they know they ſhall be advanced according to 
| 


their good performance, and corrected according ta their ill Behaviour, 
of which fuch a Remembrance is kept. 1 en LON 
By the method of choſing Officers by e none concerned can | 
ever know who were for, or againſt them; with thisfurther convenience, _ 
that every Mans Judgment will be free, and exempt from the-influences —— { 
of any ſiniſter or particular reſpect, it can never be denied but when Free in theis f 
one is to give a Vote in publick Aſſembly, he muſt be ſubject to many Chocce. | 
checks upon the Liberty of his Suffrage; for Inſtance, when he is to 
give his Opinion againſt ſome great Perſon, he is afraid to diſguſt, he is 
unwilling to diſoblige a Friend, or appear againſt a Man of Parts, whom 
at one time or other he may have occaſion to uſe, or againſt a Man of 
Power, who at another opportunity may turn it upon him; but this 
Occult and Wile way of Election ſecures him againſt all ſuch Dangers, 
and Authorizes him to be Honeſt, without the leaſt apprehenſion of Da- 
mage or Diſaſter. | 5 
It is alſo humbly conceived the ſame would be a moſt Juſt way to E- 
lect Members to ſerve in Parliament, and would prevent Feuds and A- 
nimoſities in the ſeveral Counties and Corporations, occaſioned by the 
Candidates, and their Friends, knowing for whom every Man Voted ; 
for when ir cannor be known for whom any Man gave his Vote, none 
need fear that he ſhall be brow beaten, or any ways prejudiced for his 
Che ice, ſo that he may impartially Chooſe the Man he thinks beſt able for 
the Service of his Country, without the Cognizance or Anger of his 
Neighbour, or Friend, but withal imaginable deference, this opinion is offered 
to the Wiſdom of the Nation Aſſembled in Parliament. 
KI | = We 


We humbl een en ferious conſideration 
true Affection to. 


yl 


; meriting the Diſpleaſure of Government, that rather we hope all good 
h Patriots and- Lovers of their Country, will at leaſt ſo far countenance 
; fo laudable a deſign, as to give it its due place in their Conſultations. 


for the Publitk, "ir deing a matter ſo well intended, and of ſo ſolemn; 


Fiberies's Go- of her ancient Liberties; for though Her Magiſtrates and Laws had the 
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| we-ſhadow- of tures of the Emperor, and the Laws made by thoſe Creatures corrupted 
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Aus farther, for the more an proverning, and torally ſuppreſ- 
2 ill more Clandeſtine Me- 
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[ | ment by pardon, and a reward of 3 to the Informer (fo proving matter 
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and that they ſhall not directly or indireciiy, give or procure to be given, 


2 1 
Gift, Preſent,or Gratuity to any Perſon, by themſelves or others, to be admitted taten him. 
2 0 fact | ini ner make any Promiſe, Agreement, Covenant, Bond, co Flak. 
or any Aſſurance ta pay any Monty, Fee, Reward, or other Profit, Directiy. | 
or Indirettiy, for any Office or Offices, Imploy or Imploys, or for Deputation 
of any Office or Offices, 22 or Imploys, or any part of them, either before : 
er at any time after ſuch. Aniſton and that they ſhall not receive, 
or any other for them, or for their benefit,any Reward, Gijt, Preſent, Gra- 
tuity in Money, Fee, or other Profit, Directly or Tndirettly for any Office or 
Offices, Imploy or Inploys, or, for the deputation of any Office or Offices, In- 
ploy or Imploys, or any part of them, either before or after Admiſſion, or 
procure any other Perſon to admit or be admitted, into any Office or Offices, © : 
Imploy or Imploys,. or any part of them for Money, Fees, Reward or other 
Profit, either before or after Admiſſion; Directiy or Indirectly, as by 
Wager, Selling or Pledging ought below the Value, or by any Contract 
whatſoever, whereby an Evaſion maybe made. Since it cannot be denied, 
but that giving-and receiving of Bribes to be Admitted or to Admit 
any into Publick Imploys, is very prejudicial in its conſequence, to the 
management of National Affairs. © * 
Tis Humbly hoped that an Act of Parliament may be paſſed, to 
Impower the Execution of this reaſonable and neceſſary propoſal, ſo 
that every Perſon of what Quality ſoever, may be proceeded againſt 
at Law, for the Breach of ſuch his Oath or Honour; for otherwiſe, only 
little Fiſh would be caught, whilſt the great ones would eſcape : For an 
Oath, if there be no recourſe to Juſtice upon the Breach of. it, will be. 
- but a weak Tye and Obligation if any, to a Wicked Man. | 
Our Fore-Fathers truly ſenſible of the dreadful Changes and Conſe- 


quences that had happened ro other Nations, by the Admiſſion into Im- , Anceſtors 
ployments ;. ſuch Men who had no other Recommendations but Favour, — „ 
or that they were able to purchaſe, ſeeming to have had a Prophetick Sade ef „ | 
reſpect to the degeneracy of the prefent times, particularly in relation to 
the Grievances, againit which this Diſcourſe is deſigned, thought it ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary for the Weal and Preſervation of themſelves, ro make 
Laws forbidding the Sale of Imploys, that they might remain as Land- 
marks, plac'd by Men of Experience for their Polterity, to ſteer free 
from juch Dangers as would inevitably lead them to Ruin and De- 
ſtruction, no way ts be avoided, unleſs theſe great Evils be totally and 
effectually ſuppreſſed... Vet notwithitianding, their Cautions proceeded 
from Experience, and ſuch Laws were the Mature thoughts of Wiſe 
Parliaments; this unthinking Age given over to a ſtupid Careleſnels - 
and Licentiouſneſs, doth Permit and Countenance the Sale of Places aud 
Offices, to the incouragement of Extortion, Bribery, and a long Cata- 
lague of Crimes, that of conſequence attend ſuch Practices. Raw £ 
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Theſe Statutes following are ſome amongſt the many, made by Wiſe 
Parkaments, in former Ages forbidding the Buying or Selling Offices: 
to which are Added, the Reports of Judges conſanant thereunto. 
Ihe Statute made Anno 5.6. Edward 6, Cap. 16. againſt Buy WA or 
Selling Offices, ſays, the Penalty for Buying or Selling Offices, Fa ing, 
or Paying. any Money, Fee, Reward, or any other Proſit, for an 
Office is the lots of all Right, Intereſt and Eſtate in any of the faid Of- 
fices, and both Purchaſer and Seller ſhall be adjudg'd diſabled Perſons 
in the Law to all Intents and Purpoſes. As appears at large in the 
ſaid Statute. Cook Rep. Lib. 12. 78. Hill. 8. Fac. 1. In the Caſe of Dr. 
Trevor it. was reſolved, that thoſe in Eccleſiaſtical Courts were within 
the Statute of 5 Edward 6. Cap. 16. 15 
Ihe Statute of 12 Richard 2. Cap. 2. Provides, that ſuch as have the 
Ordaining, Naming, and making any Officer under the King, ſhall not 
for Money, Favour, or Affection, make any Officer, but upon pure 
Merit and Deſert. | „ | 2 80 5 
The Excellency of which Law was ſuch, that the Lord Chief Juſtice 
Cook laith, That Fuſtice will never be Adminiſtred, unleſs that Golden Lam; 
12 Richard 2. be obſerved. Cooks Inſt. Part 1. Fol. 234. 15 
_ Ring James the Firſt and his Council, made an Order to prevent his 
Officers unreaſonable Demands and Extortions ; Vernon's Book of the 
Exchequer. The 3, Fac. 1. Cap. 7. Provides that a Table of Lawful Fees 
ſhould be hung up in every Court and Office, and the Perſon exacting 
more, to be Puniſhed. 3 3 
The 9. Henry 3. Cap. 29. That not any but Perſons of Merit, worthy 
and meet, ſhould be Advanced to Offices, and not any for Money, Fa- 
vour or Affection, but that he who Sells an Office ſhall forfeit it, and 
be that Buys it ſhall be diſabled to hold it. RK 
13. Edward 1. Cap. 44. Judges are injoined to puniſh Officers, but if 
they in their own Right Sell Offices, they are -Puniſhable themſelve; 
and "tis againſt Rules in Law, for any to be Judge and Party too. 
18, Edward 3. Cap. 4. Provides, that the Judges ſhall be Sworn to taxe 
Ao Fee, Robe, or Gift, of any but the * Cooks 3. Inſt. Fol. 145. 
148. adjudg'd it Bribery for any in Office to take Fee, Robe, or Gift of 
any Private Perſon. 1 3 | 
In the Preface of the Laws in the Statute Book, made 20. Edward 3. 
the Judges Contingents,Fees, and Perquiſites, are aſerib'd as reaſons why 
the Laws were not duly and impartially executed, and as Cauſes of the 
Subjects Complaints, whereupon by the firſt Act made that Seſſion, the 
Had their Fees and Perquiſites taken away, and had certain Salaries ſet- 
led inſtead thereof; and alſo provides that the Kings Juſtices ſhall do 
Right without reſpect of Perſons, notwithflanding the Kings Letter 
or Command to the contrary. | _ 
| agne 
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Magna Chara 29. 9. fis. Juitice or Right ſhall not be Saft, D, 
or Deferred to ally, „ | 


The Laws never intended Officers ſhoyld inrich themſelves by Bribery 


and Oppreſſion, as appeareth by the many Laws in force, Vix. 51 Henry 
37 n * Edda 1. St. beben 1. Edward 1. Cap. 2. 9. Edward 
3. Cap 5. 12. Rich. 2. Cap. 10. 1 1. Henry 7. Cap. 15. 27. Henry 8. Cap. 24. 
7. Edward 6. Cap. 1. 18. Elizabeth Cap. 5. 27. Elizabeth Cap. 10. 21. Jac. 
1. Cap. 4. 22 and 23. Car. 2. Cap. 22. and 1. Jacobus 2. ! 
The Laws ever look'd upon the Injurious Acts of Perſons in Office, 
worſe than Robbing on the 2 ; for the firſt may deſtroy Men 
and their Poſterity, by wreſting the Law, either in the Execution or In- 
terpretation thereof, or by. Connivance and Oppreſſion, as appears in 
Jerom Vanghans, Earl of Devon, and other Caſes. Brook 77. Inſt. I. 5. 381. 
Alton Wood's Caſe, and Heydon's Caſe. Cook's Rep. _ 55 
Since tis certain, that neither the Anci- . 3 
ent Date, or Diſuſe of the Laws here incer- , Among the mam Examples of Perſons puriſp d me- 


| . p | in hall only Inſtance that Remarkable one Fudge Ing-- 
ted, can leſſen their Value, for Jewels retain 4, £7; ring burg. öd of a Eine die to-the King, 


their Luſtre tho? not in Vogue or Uſe ; tis „ made to Build the Clck-bonſe at Weſtinidſtep, 
Humbly hoped that the Parliament will and bang the great Bell therein, which Goff him do 
make an Act to confirm their Predeceſſors Mop, tet he. 7 ers Fw ers 8 
Wills, or make a New Act comprehending pile 1 = hex — 1 
the Purport of them all; for elſe, if our trot in the Reign of Auen Elizabeth, that” 
Noble Anceſtors (who Vindicated their Li- be being deſired to ſhew Favour, ſaid,he was not for 
berties, and made ſuch , wholfome Laws) Building anather Clock-hoaſe, Gook'5-Taſt. Part 4 
ſhould look down from Heaven, and fee Fol. 233. | 
their Poſterity ſo Degenerated in their Mo- 4% ©! 
rals, ſo Emaiculated in their Spirits, ſoStupid in their Underſtandings, 
they would not own us to proceed from their Loins, but count us a 
Baſtard Brood fit for Bondage. Kate 1 % Tt | 
This propoſal of diſpoſing Publick Offices by way of Ballotting, hath 2 ee 
this — good Alpedt, not only upon the preſent, but future Security ſottiog W . 


and Happineſs of the Nation, and indeed will mightily conduce to the Surceſſon (ac-- - 


preſervation of the Conſtitution it ſelf; for in a high meaſure it confirms cording to 44 
the very Succeſſion of the Crown; as for Inſtance, — far may a preten- f arlianent). 
der to the Crown, work upon ſome Miniſters and Officers in the Govern- 1 
ment, who purchaſed their Imploys, and are wholly biaſs' d by Intereſt, 
and allo upon too many Perſons in Poſſeſſion of the Truſt, Authority 
or Benefit, Ecclefiaſtical, Civil or Military, under the preſent Eſta- 
bliſhment and Qualifications for continuance, and Security in Publick 
Poſts, Viz. Ry Vertue of a Declaration or Clandeſtine Agreement, by 
tuchPretender made, that ſhall promiſe to their Adherents the full and intire 
Poſſeſſion of their ſevera! Truſts or Imployments, with their ſeverat 
Salaries and Fees, &c. To Them, their Heirs or Aſſigns, together with 
all the Freedom of diſpoſal of all Inferiour Authority under them, as if 
3 | | - 
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2 kee imple Eſtate, what Temptation (we ſay) may Tuch a promiſe and 
engagement be, to the procuring ſuch to join in the Selling their Coun. 
try and Liberties ? and *rwill be a certain way to ingage Men fo obliged, 
to uſe the Intereſt of themſelves and Friends to Chooſe Repreſentatives 
in Parliament, that ſhall Act in every thing conſonant to the Humour 
-and Intereſt of the Pretender, and conſidering the Liberty that many 
-Corporatious take of making (upon any emergent occaſion, as many 
ordinar Freemen as will anſwer their deſigns. Therefore to prevent 
tuch diſtructive Practices, may it be thought convenient, that no ſuch 
Freeman at any time ſhall have any Vote for Electing any Member of 
Parliamenr till the Expiration of Seven Years. 1 7 | 
But if all Offices were diſpoſed of by Ballotting, none but the-Ingenious 
*By Fal otting, and Honeſt would be Choſe, who would ſcorn out of Gratitude and 
Tiens and Honour, to Act againſt a Bounty that doth ſupport them; befides, 
— — if Merit once became the only recommendation, thoſe Men whilit 
their Manage. they Act honeſtly, would be by their Merits, ſecured in their Imploys, 
ment will zive In the next place, this free diſpoſal of Offices will remove the ſtum- 
.« date to their bling Block, and take away the great cauſe of Murmurings, that hath 
Jmployment, __ the Nation ſuch trouble and diſquiet, and it will put the whole 
SLE ation into an unqueſtionable Security, and ſatisfaction of having their 
Fore Benefits publick Money juitly and faithfully collected, and laid out to ules for 
k & -which it was given; which will highly contribute to a general chear- 
fulneſs in giving, and wholly take off a now publick Umbrage and Jea- 
louſie; beſides each Officer will be an inſpector over the other, and with 
ſafety may impeach any of Diſhoneſty or Miſcarriage ; and each ſhall be 
"obliged to keep a fair Journal, to which, at times convenient, recourſe 
may be had; in which every particular Sum, greater, or leſs, why, and 
-wherefore received, or paid out, ſhall be placed down to be examined 
by publick S and all Officers in England, Yearly to be Re- 
choſen, as now are the Chamberlain, Bridge-Maſter and other Officers of 
London, which is alſo practiced by the Eaft-India,Twrkey and Guinea, &. 
Companies; and by this means the Merit of their Truth ſtanding under 
the Teſt of Yearly Examination, and Inſpection: Even Self- Intereſt will 
bind them to Honeſty, and no Temptation will be prevalent to warp 
or bend them, when tuch their Truth and Fidelity may make their Office 
an Inheritance for Life, if not procure their Advancement; and on the 
contrary, their Falſhood or Irregular practices will certamly expoſe 
them to Shame, Puniſhment, Expulſion and Ruin. | 
Beſides the free and impartial ditpoſal of Places and Offices is more 
chan ordinarily neceſſary at this juncture, now we are engaged in the 
moſt Honourable, tho? probably moſt expenſive War, that ever England 
undertook, for nothing can more preſerve the Purſes of the People, than 
the preventing the Exactions by Extortion, and otherwiie, that attend 
che Selling Places. Ron ; S - 
k | or 
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For Inſtance, one Man with another, that nom makes his Addreſs, 
or Application (in ſeveral places) for Juſtice, or Redreſs of Grier . 
finds his Charge and Expence (if in any conſiderable concern) occalioned 

enly. by Officers inſolent Demands, and Exactions, to amount to more 

than his Quota in a National Tax to maintain a War ; Nay. very often | 

the Money ſpent by reaſon of ſuch Extravagant demands, amounts to a 

far greater Value than the thing its ſelf in diſpute, ſo what was deſigned 

for a Remedy, proves the greater Maligniti y., 

By chooſing all Officers in Truſt by Balletting theſe, and many more 


* 0 


Benefits will accrue, both to the publick and to every private Man, the Advantages of} 
Advantages to the publick are, That the publick Treaſure will be managed C by Bel. 


according to direction of Parliament without Embezzelments,that Juſtice will lotting, 
be ſecured from being Biaſ#d,that the Army and Navy will be betterTreated, 
and better paid, that the Trade of the Nation -will be better managed and 
improved, &c. And the Advantages to every private Man are, That he 
ſhall have Fuſtice done him without rr or Dilatorineſs, that be ſhall 
not be oppreſſed or exacted upon by thoſe in Offices, either Civil or Military; 
that what he pays to Taxes, ſhe! to the intent given, be laid out for the good 
of his Country, &c, And the Reaſons why ſuch a Method will bring Be- 
nefits to the publick as well as private, are plain, for if every one in 
Office be Choſe by Ballotting, they may be concluded to be ficly Quali- 
fied for their Imployments, becauſe the Electors can have no private 
Intereſt roChgoſe any Man; no Reward being to be given to any by thoſe 


Recommending, or thoſe Choſen ; the Honour and Satisfaction of ſerving 8 | 


their Country, being ſufficient ; but as to Pocket Expency, each Counſel- this Cun- 


lor of State, may have TenShillings per Day to be Paid by the Treaſury, for dil of State 


every Day he ſhall give attendance; and 'tis humbly ſuppoſed, that to be paid 109, 
Her Majeſty will out of Her Bounty (as She ſhall ſee what Benefits ac- = ſhall. — 


1 
1 
i 
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crue to the Nation by their prudent and judicious Management) give 
them Encouragement, either by Advancing them to Honour with a par- 
ticular diſtinction, or to higher Poſts, or otherwiſe, as She in Her Wiſ- 
dom ſhall think fir. But they ſhould be oblig'd Three Days a Week to 
give Attendance, at leaſt one third of the Council; and in caſe ſuch a 

number ſhall not at ſuch Times fit to diſpatch Buſineſs, thoſe abſenting 
ſhall lye liable to be Fined by thoſe attending, and the Fine forthwith te 
be paid to the Treaſurer of Greenwich Hoſpital, for the Benefit of poor 
Seamens Widow. 3 7 | _ 

If it be objected, that tis not ſafe or convenient for the Nation to de- Evil Cuſtoms 
part from, or alter the Methods that have long been practiced in Electi- ele tobe lai 
ons or Chooſing the Natious Repreſentatives in Parliament, Magiſtrates %. | 
or other Officers. *Tis humbly anſwered, That long continuance in 

Evil is the greateſt ws Farr of a Crime, and why ſhould not that be 

_ practiced for the good of the Body Politick, which every Man will do 

for the Good and Health of his private Perfon ? Shew a Man that there 
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be to the ſame That the Author of theſe Papers did in the Year 1696, ſet forth in Priat 

e ffeck, in 1696. the Grievances of Selling Nn upon which, a Bill was brought 
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iy no way to Cure Him of his Diſtemper, but by taking ſuch and ſuch 


ee ace de bed en e dee be will Fllow ths un 


pleaſant Draught; Then ſhall Men of Sence ſeruple, or Sing yoo 


ons agajnff this certain aud eafie Remedy, of the long practiced Evils, 
that ave almoſt undone che Nation, becuaſe amongſt cf. this method is 


new, and will alter the accuſtomed Meaſures ? 'tis neither the Novelty, 
or long practice of any thing that gives a value, but the ſafety and Con- 
veniency ; then fince by corruption and fraudulent defigns, our Laws 
are evaded, and are not ſufficient Barriers to prevent the farther En- 


croachment of Evil Men; new methods ought to. be taken, and new 


laws made, that may regulate our preſent diſorders, and prevent the 


| future ills that will unavoidably follow the Allowance or Connivance at 
Selling Imployments, &c. S N 
e. Axthor. Andit may not be Forreign to the Antecedent Diſcourſe to Remark, 


ee e eee 
future, which paſt that Houſe; but becauſe that Diſcourſe was then 


more particularly levelb'd at the Corruptions of the City of London, in 
Selling Offices to the higheſt Bidder; ſome of Her Magiſtrates, in con- 
junction with other favourers of a bad Cauſe, did in defence of their Mer- 
cinary diſpoſal of Offices, uſe their utmoſt endeavours before the Houſe 
of Lords, to quaſh the Bill with an uſeleſs Rider, and ir being Introdu- 
| ced at the latter end of the Seſfions of Parliament, the Bill did not paſs, 
but was carried in the Negative by a very few Votes. But upon its Re- 


membrance ought to be obſerved, that tho? the Author without any 


motive of Malice, or hopes of Reward, or Self- intereſt whatſoever, but 


purely for the good of his Country, did appear at the Bar of both Houſes, 


and took the Field. Armed, only with the Pebble from the Brook called 
Truth, to Combat the Goliah that inſulted over his Native Country, yet 


| he Qpponenty made uſe of all their ſtrongeſt private Intereſt. and were 


very liberal of their Puries to Learned Mercinary Lawyers, who by florid 
Arguments, fine Rhetorick, ſhameful Falſities, and Sophiſtry endea- 
voured to ſet a Gloſs upon their Briberies, Exactions and Injuf ice; be- 
ſides, tis worthy Obſer vation, that moſt of thofe Magiſtrates and Officers 


that then ſtickled ſo much againſt —_ the Bill, uſed (before they came 
ff t 


inte Office )to Satirize and Complain. of the Tolleration of the pernicious 


Wy Fans practice of Selling Places, From whence ſhould the change of their O- 


e > PIDONS proceed ? Or from whence ſhould they learn to be fo much 


"More Judicious than'ſome time before? As it is certain that Senfe and 
| Reaſon are not enraid, upon their Office, ſo it may be concluded they 


2 


eic 1.ew acquired Offices. 5 


turn'd Hypocrites, and chang'd their Words and Sentences (not Opini- 
ens aud Sentiments) for. the lake of Adyamages that might be made by. 


” | | „ 


Se bs ee * 9 R n . 6 
. CE RA Te w ] ˙¹u: a aki ht * 
2 Nr N t ” 


(C43) 5 
But notwithſtanding all their united Cabals to {mother and deface” 
Trath, it will appear Beautiful even in its Oppreſſion, and at ohe time 
or other will be Victorious and Crown d with the Laurel of Reward, for 
the Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail againſ it.. 
Tho? Evils paſt cannot be capable of Amendment, otherwiſe than by What i paſt, 
Repentance, yet the Remembrance ought to be a Monitor to us to take % t, make 


care for the future, to prevent ſuch Evils, for to complain and be ſens © an 


ible of the Miſchiefs that have happened, is only renewing our Sorrows 
by the fad Remembrance, unleſs paſt Evils make us beware, and cauſe 
us to take ſuch effectual meaſures to prevent the like for time to come; 
how Ridiculous would a Phyſician appear to preſcribe Medicines for a 
Man after he is Dead, but thoſe new thought of Medicines may do good 
and preſerve others that are in a Capacity of taking them; ſo our thoughts 
tho? they cannot amend what ill Practices have been Committed, yet they 
will be of Sovereign uſe not only te prevent the ſame for the future, but 
will alſo give a long Life and Strength to the Quiet and Proſperity of the 
Wation: > l 8 7, 47 
gut 'tis a weakneſs and ſtupidity (much to be lamented) that the ge- 7er tos many * 


0 - 


rerality of Mankind, not regarding the future, chooſe rather to loſe all % Prefer an 


aſterwards, than at preſent to part with an Ancient ill Habit or Cuſtom, . * 


tho' their All be in danger of Ruin, by that Cuſtom or Practice; they here to an a 
like Fooliſh Covetous Merchants, will rather periſn in the Sea, than mendment. 
lighten the Ship by throwing any of the Cargoe over - boarctcC 

Had we 'defign'd to get Popular Applauſe, we would never have Repro raiſer 
Wrote on this Subject, knowing Repfoof is moſt commonly heard 4e in the 
with Indignation, and good Counſel rejected; but we prefering whit * 
(from Reaſon and Advantage will appear to be for the Publick good) 
to the gratifying vain Applauſe, have for the Benefit of —— 2 
without Flattery or Malice, told Men their Countries Convulfions, and 
what Phyſick ought to be taken to keep it from a Conſumption, that 
will bring it to Death and Deſtruction. -43þ $115 . EST. 

We know thoſe that are Propoſers of any great Enterprizes, or what Every one 1. 
may appear Novel, (as this of Reforming the many Vices practiced) o, 44": 
are like any that venture to view and make Remarks upon an. Ene- --— =o 
mies Fortification, with deſign of Advantage to their own Party; if © 
ey tucceed, others will claim a ſhare in the Praiſe, if taken by the 
Enemy, Hang'd : So if this proves Advantagious, others will pretend 
to the Glory; but upon a Miſcarriage, the Blame will redound to the 
Author, notwithuanding the fault be in the ill Management. 

Thus we have ſhewn the den ructive and contagious Diſeaſe, that b 
1 long Reign and! Continuance, hath infected and waſted the Healt 
aud Welfare of the Nation, and the.Fvil contequences of its Progreſs, 
and have laid down ſufficient Realons to convince any rational Man, why 
tue Sale of Offices and Imploys, or . Admiſſion of any by any Siniſter 
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means, ought totally to be laid aſide, and upon no pretence to he 

eonniv'd at; and for its certain prevention, have drawn a Scheme hoy 
to Chooſe Men every way capable for the honeſt di _— of every Of. 
fice and Imploy ; and alſo how to Puniſh, Correct, and Keep in juſt 

* Bounds every Cifender that ſhall preſume to practice Injuſtice: We 
have for the good and flouriſhing State of the Nation propoſed ſuch 
Methods, which if really put in Practice, will not only recover it frog, 
its languifhing Condition, but make Healthful, Vigorous and Rich, the 
Body Politick. | | . 

Now we have laid down Rules, how regularly to Build a more Glo. 
rious Structure than is in the Univerſe, whoſe Beauty and Uniformiy 
every good Man prompted by his Reaſon muſt commend ; yet we haut 
.expended our Whole in removing the Filth and Rubbiſh, or in Erectiig 
and New Modeliing the Famous Building, but have a mighty Reſerve 
and Revenue to beſtow towards its Splendour and Duration; for 
we will ſet forth ſuch a Method for improving the Nations Wealth by 
well Ordering, Advancing, and Securing our Trade, by Regulating 

and Punifhing the Abuſes and Frauds too often committed amongſt us; 
but what will fignifie our Preſcriptions for future Diet, unleſs the preſent 
Diſeaſes be removed ? they will only == Nutriment to feed the 
Diſtemper ; fo we cannot expect to flourith by Trade, unleſs the Evils 
we have diſcovered be totally ſuppreſs d; and if we value (as from Na- 
tural Inſtinct we muſt) our own Safety and Preſervation, there is an 
abſolute neceſſity to encourage Trade, for England can no more Defray 
| | the Charge of a Long aud Vigordus War (with hopes of Honourable 
| | Peace) againſt the United Powers of Frauce, Spain, and Others, with- 
| out the Aſſiſtance of Commerce, than a River can run without 
Traile can only ſupplying Springs. N On, Z 
'f enable the Na- Then out of Duty to him whoſe Stewards we are, and out of reſpect 
; _— be Gage to our Countries Welfare and Proſperity, let us raiſe our ſelves out 
| pros War. & J of the Mire of Private Intereſt unto the ontemplation of Vertue, and 
| put an helping hand tothe removal of theſe and all other Evils, againſt 
[ which no Government that is not ſecured, can be good in its, Praciice, 
| et of Duration. | 


| The End of the Firſt Pat. 
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 Miſmanagements 
| In TRADE Diſcoverd : 


And Adapt Methods to Preſerve, and Exceed- 
ingly Improve it. 


Humbly Preſented by 


James Whiſton. 


e | 


* 


| Since Trade, the Converſe with the World, is the Honeſt N. to Strenęrben 


and Enrich a Nation, and the great diſcourager of Idleneſs and Debau- 
chery, Cc. Wie being Scituated by Nature and of Geniuſes proper for it, 
ought to make it our Study to Manage it to its higheſt Capacity of Improve= 
ment; which if we would in Earneſt purſue, War it ſelf would be of ſuch 


Advantage and Security to us, that we ſhould net only be out of Danger 


from our Enemies, but Command the Trade of the World; and on the| | ' 
contrary, if that be Neglected, all the Miſeries Attendants on Slavery 
and Poverty that ſhall happen to the Nation, may be aſcribed to our om 


Improvidence and Inactiuity. 


— — — —2ͤ— — — 


With an Appendix ſhewing the Decreaſe of Proteſtants in Europe. | 
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In FRADE Diſcovered : 


And Adapt Methods to Preſerve, and Exceed-- 
ingly Improve it. 


Strength it gathered by ſo nouriſhing a Food, and endeavouring to veſentatives in 
increaſe it, choſe for their Repreſentatives in Parliament, Men ex- Parliament ex- 
perienced, and Me be, Trade ſuitable to the Corporations they perienced in 
Repreſented, that by an Harmony the Parliament might agree to pro- Trade. 
mote Trade, the Barter and Correſpondence with all Nations. | 
In thoſe Happy Days, when Men valued their. Liberties and Well-- | 
Being, which were the conſequenees of the Advantages made by Trade, 
they paid their Agents, that Repreſented them, their Charge, finding | 
they did Service to each Place they Repreſented, and conjointiy to the 
Nation in General; but now the Scene is changed, for too many are 3, „hw 7 
Chofen Members by vertue of their Wealth, or Intereſt, little conver- many not con- il 
fantin Trade; ſo that *tis impeded, and lyes gaſping for Succour, want- ver/ant in Fi 
ing even its Preſervation, much more a ſuitable Promotion and Encou- Trae, tits 
ragement to. its Natural Capacity of Improvement. | | 83 
And whilſt ſuch Prudent Care was taken for the Encouragement of 
Trade, England had few or no conſiderable Rivals, for the Riches of 
the World flow'd into her Lap; She lived at Eaſe (ſlumbring in the 
downy Bed of Peace) wallowed in Pleaſures, and her greateſt unhap- 
pineſs was being too Rich and Happy, which begat Idleneſs, Debauche- 
ry and Vice in every ſhape; the Contagion was Epidemical, and the 
Magiſtrates, as more luxurious Livers, were molt infected; ſo that 
they practiced. Vice themſelves, and connived at it. in others; by whick-: 
| Ma depra- 


| 1. former Ages, our Hand in its —.— of Trade, found the In fone de * 


, 


4 


$ 


© cauſes of our 
.: #M1sfortnnes. 


142 


depravedneſs there became a general neglect of Induſtrious Commerce, 
which produced a ſtupid Security and Negligence, whereby her fertil 


Frade became neglected, and was uneultivated, ſo that ſhe was not at 


leiſure either to improve her own Advantages, or Countercheck the de- 


Vice and the 
Neglect of 
Trade, the 4 


figns of her Neighbours, who aggrandized themſelves at her expence 
and impoveriſhment ; ſo her great Negligence and Vice were the cauſes 


of her inſuing Poverty and Misfortunes ; for being in Plenty, and given 


over to a careleſs profligate living, ſhe grew profuſe and extravagant 
to that excels, that by Rioting ſhe was reduced to Neceflity,, and like 


a Bankrupt Gameſter turned Sharper, and allowed the falſe Dice of 


Bribery and Extortion to be put upon her beſt Friends; then what good 


can be expected, if all the vital Powers of State and the very Soul of 
Sovernment be not rouzed from the wicked and ſlothful Lethargy that 
makes the Nation drowſie to the falling from the Chair of Juſtice and 


Proſperity, into the Abiſs of Vice and Mifery; and that we do not ſe- 


riouſly conſider the danger of our Condition, and provide for a Re- 


medy, by Chooſing a Committee for Trade by Ballotting as after men- 


"tioned? which will appear abſolutely neceſſary, if the Kingdom Conſults 
either Her Safety, Improvement or Greatneſs,for *tis the means whereby 
She may acquire ſignal Bleſſings and Proſperity, and make Her Self 
Miſtriſs of the Seas, Non) by Commerce ; this once Obtained and 


Secured (with Submiſſhon) | 


y ſuch a Committee of Trade, theſe great 


Ends may-undoubtedly be effected, and She will have a fair aſſurance 


*How the War. 
; ſhall be more 
|Benefieial than 
4 Peace. 


Vit hout due re- 
gard to Trade, 


the Nat;on can- © 


not long sit. 


Bun by eg go 
Management 
will be En, i 


" eched.. 


of gaining the Chief Trade of the World, and all England become as 


i 


One City of Trade, and the General Empory of the World; nay, even 


War the accounted Bane and Deſtruction of Trade, ſhall be ſo far from 


* + <#F ES®TA 


-hath, never been Maunged to the beſt Advantage, and without which 


Prejudice. „ 
| Neither 


Neither will the Subject only, but Her Majeſty alſo reap an equal 54 


e ; it will render her 2 Queen f Free and Able People, which © - 
is far more. Glorious than to be Queen of Slaves, Beggars, and Bankrupts, 


Subjects per 


enabled | 
Her Can fr.. 


* 1- 7 
s 
* 


; Come FALhET 5 Ky Sor of Money than Men; and Succeſs attends thoſe W«r,enExpence if 
ongeſt find Money; whence it is, that the Armies of of Money, more 


than Men ; foi 
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teſides. ö 
e - tam, or proceed from any Faculty upon Eart 


| Trade is, there will be Imployment, where Imployment is, thither 
[ will Peo la reſort ; there will be t 
| 
|} 
mont is, th , . 
| — 1 re- their Stocks. 


4 Deſc 
E 


Circular Globe, towards which, Trade may draw a Line from the whole 
Circumference; tis Bleſs'd with a Moderation of every Element; no 
| Schorching Sun Negro's, nor Frigid Zane benums its Natives, but a. 
climate and Medium Influence, Strengthens and Beautifies its Inhabitants, who are 
Annan. of regular Shapes; neither an Unweildy nor Pigmy Breed, bur fir to 
[ eadure ine Toils of War, or peaceful Labours on the Land; our Cli- 
+. Hate is fo Moderate, that the Sun neither Exhales, nor the Cold Flegma- 
a ticks the Spiritnous Parts, but allows a temperature between both; 
4 io that our Native Fancies are neither too 2. for Conſideration, nor 
At Produce 5 to Dull far Invention; its Soil is Mixture and Pfoductive, and where 
Jeueral kinds. WP appearsonthe Syefage,the Bowels are Inrich d with Mines, c. 


Nd Alpin. Mountains, nor Holland Boggs, but a 'delightfal variety 

of Hills and Dales compaſs the Land; ſo that when the parching Sun 
burns up and chaps the higher Lands; the Humble Meadows in a Ver- 

dure thrive, and hen migbty Showers drown the Lows, the Hills by 
Waferiug, very Fruitful grow; bur Lands when Till'd, produce a grateful 
Plenty in return ta Labour; our Trees in general are Lofty and well 

8 S5 0 Toy d, afford us all the conveniences that we can expect; our Kingly 
Oak fo firmly ribs out Ships, that they prove like Bulwarks to the da- 
ring Foe, and our Fruits pleaſant and uſeful for Support; our Cartel 

_ © "Large, Healthful, Strong, and Numerous, which are as good as the 
"World'produces for Labour or for Food; their Skins are firm, and of. 

D contracted Pores, that better Leather is not to be found : our Wooll. 

is very good, and if duly regarded, would equal the boatted Segovn 

tis the Parent of uur Chief Manufactures, and gives us 4 1 audit. In 


our: Clowth,: Bayes,' Cres, Sergat Cr. Th the Unicenſe; we 
have Fowl-in. ei eh Bite Good the Boſom of our Na« 
tive Earth, are hid\Riches;: whichiare eaſily obtained by the Axtiſt and 
Laborions, a Tar, Lead, Copper, Iron, Conds, &. Our Land is plenti- 
fully dein d: with Rivers refreſting the Earth, affording Variety. and 
Plenty of Fifh 3 Nature has made ſuch a Paradice of the Land, that we 
ſhow our ſelves ingrateful to Divine N orgs we are negligent of 
the Bleſſings it hath liberally beftow'd ; In ſhort, the Nation is a Verdure 
Field indented with Harboùrs round, where our Ships from their Natural ir variety 


Scituation, may Ride out the Fempeſtuous Storm. ſaſe Harbour 


Thesea ovidence is a Wall round ua, to defend us from the Phar aob 
that would Inſlave us, tis Champion and Servant too, for by our Ships 
furroiwing its Waves, we ſend our Plenty out, and bring the Riches of 
the moſt Diſtant Parts of the World into our Poſſeſſion. | 


How ought we to be grareful when we conſider the Bleſſings we 2 wr Fiſh, 


enjoy, and the Opportunities that are given us to improve them fax 


to out advantage? tis Wonderful to-think-how: ſeveral ſorts of Fiſũ in 


- "4 K 
1 + . 
- 7 
— . 


vaſt Numbers at certain Seaſons; viſit our Coaſt by Divine Appointment 
and Natural Inſt inet for bur Suſtenance, and Day by Day are ready 
not only to furniſh us with Food, but alſo to be made Merchandize of 
to the Inriching of the Nation 


_*Tis: very obſervable, how: Heaven Bleſſes us: by che Courſe of the England mw ; 0 
Wind; that moſt commonly blows Weſterly; for about half of the Year commonly « | 


which makes all our Cape Lands and: Bays, oppoſite to the French and weather 
Ducch'Coatts good Roads for our Ships co Ride with ſecurity-z for we are 
on. the Weather, and the French on the Lee ſhore 3 beſides, our Ar chor- 
hold is much better than either the French er Durch, for we have gene- 
rally a ſtiff Clay, Chalk, or hard Gravel, whilſt the French have only hard 
Recks,or looſe Sands; the Flemiſh:and, Hollandimore number of Sands on 
their Coaſts; their Water of leſs depth, and conſequently their Ports 
choaked up with Quick-Sands; when our Ships Ride ſafe, even be- 
tween our Sands by our Countries, being a Weather Shore. 8 

Thus in Epirome we ſee what a Rich Heireſs with a vaſt Fortune we 
enjoy by the Gift of the Great Father of the Univerſe, but we ſhould 
conſider when this Portion was given, Gratitude and Duty were ex- 


pected, thar-it might deſcend as a Jointure to our Poſterity : but inſtead j j 
of fuch Returns, ungrateful we by Vicious Lives, forget the Obliga- 1H 
tion from the Donor, and regardleſs of our preſent Proſperity, neglect v4 


the means to improve the Talent intruſted to our Management; but we 
cannot imagine, but that we ſhall ere long be called to Account of our 
| Stewardſhips ; and the greater our Truſt is, the greater will be expected 
our Improvement; ſo let us no longer dally, but ſeriouſly amend, 
and to our Power, ufe the means put into our hands to make usProſpe- 
rous, Which can be done by no Honeſter way than by Trade and ban 
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And Trade is fo Noble u Maſter; chat it is willing 16 entertain all 


Mankind in its Service, and has ſuch Variety: of Imployments Adapt n 

for eyery Capacity, that all but the: Laſie may ſupport ar leaſt, if nor, 0 

| Enrich themſelves; its Agents are every: wliere-Laborious and Induſtri- al 

| dus; by it; our Brittiſi Empire will be Inriched by Manufacturing and q 

Improving our Own and Foreign products, and be defended by the In- IM * 

| ereaſe of our Sea Men and. Shipping, which if duly: imploy'd can never f 

| be too many, being always the Conveyers of our. Riches as well as 
| Strength of this Nation; as all the Happineſs: and Glory of England 

| depends upon the Encouragement and good Management 4 Trade and - 

rr and Confuſion muſt be the: conſequence of their 0 

Z It 

Echols, Uni- ,* [Sit not a wonder that n Inns of Court and Col- a 

terſttier, &c. ledges, ſhould be ſo careful to have Regulators and Inſpectors for : 

eve Regula- the Better Government and Direction in their ſeveral Faculties which T 

71. | are not in Compariſon with the Fruits of a duly regulated Trade, by { 

2 rrade is Whictk they are all Maintained; yet Trade that gives Warmth and Mo- ] 

regarded, tion to the Blood, and freſh Spirits to every part of the Nation, from ˖ 

9 the Meaneſt Cottage to the Royal Throne; that provides under God T 
our daily Bread, is in a manner unregarded, and without -a due In- 

ll ſpection, Regulation or Encouragement ? notwithſtanding this great L 

| | | Lady, (affecting Freedom and Security hath no Inclinatiou: to continue t 

1 under the Arbitrary Power of France, nor the uncertain Fate of Holand; 0 

| with whom She hath refided only as a Sojourner) (though She hath beew b 

| „ 0 Careſsd and Embraced by them) is ready to Eſpouſe 6 

both our Intereſt and Nation, and with her Self bring in Dowry the b 

˖ 


tinuance to Poſterity; and by having our civil — and Properties 


Treaſures of the World; if we would vouchſafe to give her a ſpeedy 
and kind entertainment, being very ſenſible of the great advantage we 
might give her, by ſo abſolutely ſecuring our free: Injoyment of Li- | 
berty of Conſcience, that thefe might appear a/ certainty of its con- 


maintain'd in their Original Purity 3 ſo that Juſtice ſhould be done with- 
out Partiality, Delay or Unconſcionable Expence, which now Daily 
preſſes every Man concerned in Law, relating to Trade; the want 
whereof, formerly depopulated this Nation, both by diſcouraging In- 
genions Perions from repairing hither, and by forcing thoſe of our own 
Tountry to ſeek Freedom and eo ns elte where, and cramping:the In- 
dultry of others tliat᷑ remained, by rendring them a Prey to each other; 
Which deadly Wound did not end here, but Debauchery and Prophane- 
ns were inereaſed to ſuch a degree, that the Nation was diſſolv'd in 
Euxury and lutemperance, whilit che French had the Wit to take the 
Advantage of our Negligence, by incourag ing Induſtry and Commerce; 
Wabich all che While we were labouring to Overthrow and Undervalue) 
by Which means chiefly, they are become ſo Rotent and: Dangerous to 
41 Tarop e. * A | | Hor 
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How abſolutely neceſſary is it then, that all poſſible endeavours be 
made (as the Examples of our Neighbours ſucceſsful Induſtry, and our 
own Sloth and Neglect ſufficiently warn us) to ſtudy the ableit Means 
and Methods for the improvement of Trade, to be conſidered. and diſ- : 
cuſſed by proper Judges of the Caſe, viz. A Select Society. or Committee Tit Propoſal of 
of Traders accordingly Skill d and Experienced, by which we: ſhall ſoon — "eo 
feel the warn Beams thereof extending their bountiful influence over the : 
whole Nation. | „ | . 4 

For let any vers'd in Trade, but reflect how many interfering Acci- 
dents belong to that Miſtery, and how many various ſhapes. every Branch 
of it hath taken, before it arriv'd even to the degree of Perfection it now 
injoys, and they will from Reaſon conclude it impoſſihle for Noblemen 
and Gentlemen not Educated in Trade, ever to arrive at a perfect un- 
derſtanding of the- matters in queſtion : for want of which, their Judg- 
ments are abuſed by Clamour, Importunity, Prejudice, Partiality, or 
ſome other prevailing Bias, and ſeldom or never if the matter be of im- 
portance enough to require Debate, come a right and judicious Deciſion 
to the manifeſt abuſe of the People, damage of the Nation, and diſpa» 
ragement of ſuch unexperienced and unqualified Judges. 

Beſides the diſadvantage, *twill be to the. Nations Trade to have ſuch , "INGO LY 
unexperienced- Men manage, it ean with no more reaſon be expected , — : 
that they will bend their thoughts intirely to promote it, having. little Managers. 
or no immediate concern in Trade, than an Hired — * have the | 
fame care and concern for a Child as-its-own Mother; one has the care 
of its ſelf,* and the other only, of is truſt, as appeared in the two Wo- 
mens Caſe decided by King Solomon; nor is it poſſible they ſhould effect 
the good deſign'd, though never ſo deſirous. ss. 

Upon the fitneſs of Perſons Choſen, depends the- Good or Ill Succeſs | My 
ot this great Deſign, for the Artiſt is ever the belt Councellour-in his own 3 | 
Profeſſion, and every honeſt able Man is ſafeſt to be Credited in his Opi- pd the Skcs - 
nion about means for the better improvement of the Miſtery he Pro- cem. 
feſſes; if an. enquiry be about Salvation, we apply our ſelves to tome 
profeſſing Divinity; if the diſpute. be concerning the Title to an Eſtate, . 
we defire the Judgment of a Lawyer; if Sick, we conſult a Phyſician : 

So when the Trade of a Nation is co be Secured or Advanced, the Mer- nay one 4p. 
chants and Tradeſmens Advice is queſtionleſs beſt able to accompliſh zhe %, _ ate 
lame, and ought to be ſubmitted to, and followed. Apelles the Famous 85 
Painter, when he had drawn a Picture of a Man compleatly Dreis d, 
in vanity expoſed it to View, Challenging any to find fault with his 
Painting ; one finding fault with the drawing of the Shooes; Apelles un- 
derſtanding he was a Shooemaker- ſubmitted to his Correction, Saying, 
very Mans Judgment in his mn Trade ought to be preferr'd to the Opinion 


i a Man that has. not had that Experience. 10 8 . 
; | | Therefore- 
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_ © Therefore that thePredominancy of that many headed Monſter, Private 
Intere ſt, that hathSpun ſo fine a Thread, and twiſted it felf into ſd manydi|. 
guiſes, may not any longer inſinuate Prejudice againſt this Propoſal; let it 
be obſerv'd that this Eſtabliſhment of ſuch a Committee of Trade, will no 
ways be an infringment of Royal Prerogative, nor any Intrenchment 
upon the Priviledges, or Invaſion of the Province of our High Court of 
Parliament; on the contrary, it will be an uſeful Aſſiſtance and Eaſe to 


both, more eſpecially to that Council, neceſſarily Sub-miniſtring to them | 


in the due Inſpection and Enquiry into the Improvements, Ditadvanta- 
ges and Abufes in Trade, which cannot fo fully fall under their Cogni- 
Zance and Examination; and accordingly, be more Reputably and 
-Commodiouſly handed up te them for their Approbation; the faid 
Committees Doors and Ears being open'to the' pooreſt Perfon that ſhall 
Offer any thing of Publick Advantage. 25 

This Committee muſt be more capable of inſpecting into the Merit 


Erberiensetbe Of any Propoſal towards the advancing of Trade, by reaſon of their 


beft Maſter. 


Skillfull and Mature Examinations, then (with Submiſſion): even the 
Wiſdom of Parliaments themſelves, who may be thereby the: better 
inabled to redrefs all theſe Male Adminiſtrations and Non- improvements 
of Trade, and the better know what Parts of Trade ought to be 
Cheriſnhed and Incouraged, and what Depreſſed; which through the 
difficulty of Acceſs, and the — — of their other Affairs and fa · 
tigues cannot ſo eaſily fall under a ſufficient Parliamentary Inquiry. 


It is an infallible Truth that we cannot long continue as we are, but 
moulder to Ruin, and that we can never recover Strength or Meliorate; 
but by this or ſuch like methods as here propoſed; without ſome ſuch 
helps and ſuccours as may be drawn from hence, our Trade will neceſſa- 

Lily dwindle to a far lower ebb, and without ſuch a reviving Cordial as 
here offered, muſt infallibly expire in Deſtruction; ſo that if the earneſt 
N | 


expectations of the people be difappointed, by making uſe of unſuitable 
+ expedients. The Ship of this common Wealth, which by embracing 
the propoſed Methods, may be in a fair way of entring Richly Laden 
into a ſafe Harbour; on the contrary will be driven to Sea in a Tempeſtu- 
ous Storm, that will endanger its leaky Hull, and muſt expect a favour- 
able Wind to fave it, and God knows whether ever that happy Gale may 
blow, for the poize and Ballance of Affairs hath changed its Station, and 
is not now as in former Ages, the Bulk of France is grown too unwieldly 
and powerful for the reſt of Europe to move or contend with, and we 
have (Morally fpeaking) ſcarce a glimpſe of Redemption, from being 
enſlaved by her potent Ambition, unleſs our Councils ſtrenuouſly unite 
to regulate our Errors, and Improve our Trade; which will be the pu- 
weyor of Riches, and the Bulwark to defend them, in conjunction wi? 
Reformation of our depraved Morals. KEY 1 


11 ] 
Is humbly propoſed that the Parliament make an Act to command 
the Sheriffs of London to give Notice to the ſeveral Merchandizers and The qammitter 
Traders (hereafter mentioned) to meet at a certain time to chooſe An- *2 5 ch, 
nually Repreſentatives by a Ballotting Box, to fit at Guild- flall in London, Ballottin g. 
3a Committee, fully Authorized and Impower'd to examine into all _ 
matters relating to Trade. | 
The Reaſon for chooſing theſe Reprefentatives by a Ballotting Box, — Res 
1 Wl appears, firſt, in that it is humbly conceived, that neither Her Majeſty e 
nor the Parliament are, nor can be ſo —＋ Judges of the Ability of 
perſons fit to ſerve in this Committee, as Traders, moſt of the Members 
of that Honourable Body, being ſuch whoſe Occaſions never led them 
into any Deep and Intimate acquaintance with Affairs of this Nature. 
Beſides ſhould they be other ways choſen, it might Create a Jealouſie: 
that they were not a free Committee; but under the Influence of that 
Power that choſe them, which would diſcourage many Perſons from 
making thoſe diſcoveries which otherwiſe they would do, as well as ob · 
oy os Committee (fo wrong Choſen) from Acting and Reporting: 
1 8 : 5 ,a, 
And it Sad be of unſpeakable ſatisfaction to all ſorts of Fraders, 
to have the chief direction of their concerns, nay the very means of their . Every one con 
Livelihood Committed to the prudent Manage and Aliftance of ſuch mech 
perſons, whom they themſelves have approv'd of, and of whoſe Inte- 
grity and ſufficiency they are ſully convincec. tron 
We humbly conceive that — Perſons in the following Imploy-- 
ments and Stations (amongſt what others ſhall be thought convenient to 
be added) are abſolucely neceſſary to compoſe this Committee of Trade: 


In. LONDON. 

2 Faſt- India-Cumpany. | © Barbadoes, Nevis, Auege, 
2 jo Aer tet. 23 Mont ſerrat and St. Cure eber, 
2 Turkey-Company.. 2 Jamaica. 
2 Italy. : 2. Virginia and Mary- Land. 
2 Portugal; e 260 2: New-York and New-England... 
2 Silk Manufacturers. 2 Eaſt- Country: 
6 Mafters of Ships, and 12 Hambrough and Holland. 
2 2 Choſen by. —_— 2. Canaries and Maderas. 

T | PE FE 


ters of Trinity-Heuſe, that are. 
not in any: other. Commiſſion. | 


| Naw ſuppoſe there be two of each Faculty, here mentioned, Choſen, 
the Number will amount but to Thirty four.in.all ; and allowing for 
Sickneſs; and each Mans particular Avocations, and Buſineſs, .there will“ 
z | not 


p W The Chief Clerk and Servants per Annum 
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not at moſt meet above Twenty together, and one time with another; 
$he Annial which at Ten Shillings a piece for each time, and meeting three times 
Charge of the | per Week is 30 l. per Week, and per Annum— 1560 l. | 
— $500 
Neceſſary Charges as the Committee ſhall appoint, 5 


| That this Committee have Power to receive all Overtures, relatins 

The Power of to Trade, and it ſhall be lawful and allowable for any Maa to offer to ſuch 
the commuſee. a Committee any thing in order to the preterving or advancing the Ne 
tions Welfare, and without delay Propoſers or Opponants to Propoſiti. 

ons ſhall be heard, and when their Diſcourſes are ended, the Committee 

having by experience attained to a right underſtanding of Trade, and 

Miſteries that feed the Veins of the Nation, and being capable judiciouſy 

to make a true diſtinction of them, from thoſe that will ſuck or exhaut 

the ſame, ſhall be the Moderators, and report their Opinions either to 

Her Majeſty, Lord High. Admiral, Treaſurer, Houſe of Parliamen 

when ſitting, or thoſe, before whomſoever the matter in its Nature lyes 

and they alio to have full Liberty to grant Rewards ſuitable to Diſcore- 

Ties, or Services that ſhall be rendred by any Perſon out of the profit of 

{ſuch Diſcoveries, or otherwiſe, according as the Nature of ſuch Services 

hall be; but as things are now managed, Thouſands of Ingenious Fro- 

ꝓoſals have Died in the Embrio, for want of Encouragement of ſuch a 

Committee, the Poor Trader, Navigator or Artiſt, that hath by expe- 

The Tigenioss rience found a good Conſequence of an Experiment, has too few that he 
have now too can have acceſs to now, to encourage them to compleat their well laid 
Few towhom Schemes, but private Men, whoſe Avarice will defraud them, and make 


2 Er- them that were the firſt Maſters but very underlings in the Profit ; but if 
ragemem. ſuch a Committee was Authorized, every Man would have opportunity 


to offer his well conſidered thoughts, and as they were found likely to 
be advantagious to the publick, or not, would meet with due aſſiſtance, 
or Reaſons, why not to be put in practice; for ſuch a Committee ſet a- 
ay to conſider of Trade, muſt from their conſtant converſe about Trade, 
be the moſtable Judges; beſides it would be their chief Study, encou- 
waged by hopes of Advancement and ſuitable Rewards, (and not do as 
Verulamius ſaith in his Days, Councils were in moſt places, but familiar 
Meetings where Matt ers were rather tal hd on, than debated ;, aud run to 
fwiir te order Propoſes ama Ag. 
1 That every Propoſal ſhall be Read three ſeveral Days before it be 
tg rp bag agreed unto, or rejected, that matters may be ditcuſſed with Mature 
mined iy Ba- Conſideration; and that every Determination be by Ballotting. 
dottisg. That the Committee ſhall have Power to chooſe their Officers by Ballot- 
rng, and to allow Salaries (as before mentioned) which they ſnall ſignifie by 
Certificate to the Treaſurp, who ſhall be Authorized to pay the hene 
: | , ; = * FS h | | : 5 4 2 get er 


gether w 
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1 Qs Committee M ſitting, 
and ſuch Rewards as Gain} pe 2574 7551 


18 5 out of ſome Prox | 

Thad the ſaid Committee 5 0 Her Maj. ices) er 1 
re —— * bee hom the er in its proper Na- Account 

_ Len Recopnt from time” to tie of the growing Enel Feetuenfrom | 1 

1 ade, nd d che Olin tonsof the gene ind geerdet 3 
From ſüch eports? thoſe before whom the Matter falt Iye, may concerning Trade 

be 1 —_ how” Worms Orders or Laws, for the Advarice- | = 
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5 I 6 No cee, as {Member of this Cdithlnictes, cht holds: Wine of the © 
AY OE ie tent under; er receives ; any Rewards 6r-Petiſivhs Frm b bs 0 
the ay oh lope mentioned. 1 07 100 eig — . | 
Innumerable, an a Inknite, Are * Benefits which both Crown fron thecromn · 
and Nation will Reap from ſuch 4 Committee, and this Propoſer is rea- 
dy to impart to the ſaid Committee ſeveral Propoſals of con iderable Im- Benefits ariſing 
portance-(the Heads of which are hereafrer: annened) whereby he denbtg fromſuch « = | 
not but che) wilt be enabled to acc mpHHb— all che great defigus 3 
tions d, too Vol unn, for Him Pat dy te ſuſert, or Hdetd te- 
make intelligible without Mature debates before Perſons erpetiescen n 
ſuch matters: 9 27 40 tt 8. 19hitgod ent idea asd 
Here we have at one view the Diſeaſes of our Langbiſhing State, re- 
preſented to us, their Progreſs traced through, the variety of their- ie, n 
Contrivances and Paroxiſm S/ and: the moſt luitable -Medicines for nn 
Recovefy and Sectiriry,;" plainly; ts apy rations? Many fer forth; the-'aed J 
ceptance whereof lle as unden seed il Gurt Flouriſning and Hap- 3 


pineſs, as the neg] 


ect eſſure Gu Nuo uncl enkanee dur Mifer y. 


Tis true indeed; 


cadian NJappineis to feed our own Flocks, and that we 
the horrid/Noiſe, Confuſion and uncertainty of War, 


from our fleep by 


that Peace is the greateſt of National rettelles Hr- 
not ſtarted 


this Juncture, War and only War is our common Security, and only Security. 


Enemy whole power is fo mighty ſtrong, and his Fidelity too weak and 
uncertain, is only A Cobweb lawn for him to break chro” at Plęaſure, and 
2 Reconetliation with ſuch a Prince is the only means to impower him 
to &'YE more dangerous, 'becuuſe's Cn r Enemy. ene ne 


aud Lush, to be bur moſt defirable Bleſſing, if wich Natural Pit y or Com- 
'h e Frugality we look back to that effußon of Blood and experice: 

ure, be has of late been made By Wars And therefore to ound 

tips to encourage us to War, muſt be ſomewhar ungrateful, 
4 ov ae our Ears. However, when thoſe potent Motives, 
Religion, Honour, — and Preſervation (which from Reaſon 
hi 5_ the - gezeral value) lay that? unavoidable neceſſity upon us, 
ic impoſhbie We can Sheath our Swords, having regard to either, 


fince our Fate muſt be ſubmitting our Necks to a certain Slavery, ſo at At this juni} ave 
War is our on by 


proſpect of a laſ ing and Honourable Peace; for Peace made up with an? 
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War well man- 
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Peaca can be. no more than Diſguiſe and Stratagem, for the Conditi 
of his Obligation OT Fe his Will and Power, and bears date n 


longer than the continuance of his Humour and Conveniency. The Snake 


in the Graſs is but top notoriouſly ſuſpected, under ſo falſe, howſoever 


r Bed ef Flowers. 


their holding their Hands will proceed from: no ocher , deſign, chan by 


taking Recruiting Breath, 
Violence and Execution. 6 n 

Theſe unanſwerable Truths conſidered, all thoughts of preſent Peace 
with Frexce and her Confederates, carry ſo. pernicious a. Face, that the 
Conſequences. muſt be fatal; for any ſuch Peace will be more grievous 


to enable them to give a blow with the greater 


| noged, our Hap- chan a.ttate of War, for our neceſſury and continual Watchfulneſs and. 


Caution under ſuch a Pence, would put us to ſuch a Charge, ſuck. a lin- 
ing and contimred expencey/gs mul be infinitely more frightful. 


gri nuſt | 
than r War. Tis true, we 
nor 


may flatter our ſelves. with a ſhort kope of Reſt, but then we muſt fleep 
in Armour, if we think to wake ſafe. _ j 

Thus fer appears the neceſfity of continuing the: War with France as 
to ouy ſafery;; now let us conſider the Moti ves for continuing the War 
as to dhe profit and advantages we ſhall receive from it If the War 
continues, we ſhall mightily moleſt and impede her Trade in the Wef- 
Indies, & e. which in time of Peace (when there will be no Checque up- 
on her Avarice) ſhe will engroſs to her ſelf; for the deluded Spaniard: 
will ſoon find that they have only a Title to an Eſtate, of which France 
will receive the Rent and Proſits, and make ſo much greater improve- 
ment than the Lazy Spaniard; that in ſhort time by: Her Accumulated: 


Kiches, She will de Impower' dito make all Europe ſubmit to her Will; 
but by Vigoreus War, we ſhall hinder the Trade of: France, in 
tie Straits and Levant , who now being Confederated with Spain, 


(In Time of Peace the would by her diligence enjoy almoſt the 
Benefit of Navigation, and Merchandizing to the Impoveriſhing of Eng- 
land, ſo having got the whole Spaniſh Trade to her ſelf, ſhe would put a 
general {top to our Trade and thereby utterly, deſtroy; us, doing more 
miſchief by the Olive Branch, than by the Sword; beſides by peace, her 
now groaning Subjects ready to Rebel againſt her Tyranny, . 
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the former can never fail of Succeſs; for as the Caſe ſtauds now there 
are but two ways, Victory by our good Manage, or Stavery, by its con- 
trary ; We muſt either make the French! ſtoop to us, or be forced to 
fubmt to them. Whatever ſome of our Confederates may by neceſſity 
de forced to do, we dont know, but are ſure there remains no Terms of 
Peace for us, but what will fix an everlaſting Infamy upon the Engliſh 
Nation, unleſs the Exorbitant Power of France be brought ſo low that 
it will be our Tutereft' to grant it; for the. Greatneſs of Englaud and 
France is incompitiblep if they riſe we muſt fall, and the Richer they 
grow the Poorer-we ſhall be; their Glory will be erected on our Ruin, 
and their Honour Founded on our Shame. © © 
Let us aſſume then a Noble Reſolution, like that of the Old Romans 4 ,,1 x... 
ainſt Carthage, who reſolved never to ſheath their Swords till they lation. 
had left her never a Fort at Land, nor Ship at Sea. We would not be | 
thought Boutefer's and: Incendiaries, by perſwading to continue the Mar. 
lid-we'nor-from eur Souls believe, that the embracing the method here 
propoſed would ahlolutely enable the Government to — — the Charge 
of it, and that a· Peace at this timę, would iutroduce far greater, and 
more certain Calamities, for if the French King either by force or fraud 
(for he's for any Game rather than be Idle) extends his Conqueſts through 
the Confederacy, we can. expectino other favour, but like Uyſſes, to be 
laſt dovour d, or baſely truekle to his Impofitigqns. 
Let us therefore perſue .ogr : Reſolutions, and take the Advantages 
that are now put into our Hands, by erecting ſuch a Committee, and we Ning got by 
Peace in 


may if we pleaſe malle the Wat ſubminiſten to Trade, and be a means of gnnge. 


— 


enlarging ours, whilft at the ſame time wWe beat the French out of theirs; 


beſides, can we boaſt of an thing we ever got bya Peace with France:: 1 * | 


Tis to be attributed rot Improvidence alone, that they have ght ſo 
rr Hi 38 gon dr Goat gifs HT] 
But Would we be ſo prudent for our own advantage, to take ſuch ef- 
ſectual meaſures that our Merchandizing Ships might be ſecured from 


the inſults of our Enemies, France (miſſing the Benefit which by our But in Time of : 


Careleſneſs and Neglect it has received by taking our Merchants Ships) Wer ſpecial care 
would waſte for want of ſuch an Additional Cordial to ſupport its Natu- gta 4 — . 
ral feeble Conſtitution ; for if our Ships be protected Out, and. Home, 2 
the Advantage of their produce will more than pay, all the expences of U 
the Navy, ſo that if theſe Miſcarriages be provided againſt for the future, it 
is impoſſible but that the War muit be more beneficial to us than Reace. 
Let us then embrace the offer'd Occaſion. which by improving our 3 
Trade, and enriching the Nation will afford us freſh, and almoſt certain 333 
bopes of Victory, under ſuch a Conduct: as here preſeribed, which our 
often Briberies, corrupt Practices, Luxury and Effeminacy endeavour. 
(Ollie and Debauch. It has to aur lvis and forrow, been viſible that the 


Acceſs of our Armies and Fleets, hath been obitructed by nothing more- | 
than. 
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go 
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N be brought 


"Imploying im- 


proper Inſtru- 


ents, &c.beve ſuffer our ſelves to ſſumber in a dangerousIndifference,andSecurity,till in 


cauſed our diſ. 
orders. 


Bar Trade of 


more value than more than the Rentof the latter;beſides,by the wiſe direction of this Com- 


wer Land, 


Dar Tanths E- 
Aucations ne- 


Lefed, 


. their Morals, and tho? there be Laws enough to puniſh Vice, yet by their 
not being put in Execution, they are of little more force than a ſcraw! 


ought not 


an Laleneſc. 


7 be in motion, and if not in doing good, they will embrace evil and mil 


Ke to be in an 
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| | v 
than our uſing unſuitable Methods, and too many improper Inſtruments dt 
in the management of our Affairs at Home . and let us not 


vincible Miſchiefs like the laſt Trump awake us in amazement, to ſee 
our Neighbours ſubdued, our Trade expired, and a Triumphant Ene. 
my at our Doors; and tis paſt doubt that ſince the Safeties and Well 
fare both of us and our Allies are floating in one common Bottom, and 
none without ſupport of Trade are able to Inſure our Rich Cargoe; 
dur joint deſigns to promote that (our Power and Safety) muſt prudent- 
ly and preſently be put in practice, that the Ballanee of Chriſtendow 
may be reduc'd to its Ancient poize, and Exglamd once more be ſo bleſ 
as to hold the Scales of Emrope in equal Ballance. U 
The advantages to this Nation * . are of far more value tha 
the Land it ſelf, and the Income by the firſt, amounts to five times as much 


Mittee, and our — . — and -our Manufactures are capable a 
increaſe, ad Infinicum, furely from the Reaſon of good Improve 
ment, that which is capable of the greater Increaſe, ought , moſt to be 
encouraged; but tho' we find it approv'd and practiced in every pru- 
dent private Mans concern, to take the greateſt care in the ſafety and 
ement of that which turns beſt to account, yet Trade, chat ought 
to beevery Mans concern, as the — and Preſerver of the Nation 
33 not only neglected but greatly diſcour age. 
For ſince the. Health of a Government is cheriſhed, or made infirm, lis 
as the Pulſe or Inclination of the People bear, twill be as neceſſary to- tie 


Wards the Health of a Nation to train up Youth by Vertueus Education, if 


agreeable to the good Maxims and Policies of a State, as it is for the fa- WW ma 
ture Health of a N Body to be ſed with Nouriſhment ſuitable to is leſ 
Conſtitution, from whence it will appear that if ſuch care were taken by f. 
forcible Laws, or attracting Methods either to curb our Youth, or in- 
ſtruct them in Vertue; chere would be fewer Crimes to be puniſhed ; I M. 
but to our Shame be it ſpoken, our Youths Honeſt Educations art not I Pre 
only neglected, but their vicious Salleys encouraged, to the depraving I fe 


upon a Dead Wall. ** 5 ; 
ln Education _ regard ought to be had that our Youth (Whoſe 
Spirits are full of Fire and Vigour, and muſt from their Natural activity 


chief) be not vitiated and enſlaved by Idleneſs, very often occaſioned b 
a culpable fondneſs of Parents, who out of a miſtaken Kindneſs Indulg 
Them in Extravagance and Lazineſs; fo that when they come to an Age 

| Trade or Manufacture, they hare Induſtry, and Lone 


Fl 5 
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very Phyſick that pos rves their Health, and which would inrich thenr 
d their pofterity; ſo are placed in ſome Lazy Imployments of which 


nts 
wt Ne have too * whofe Supernumerary Practicers ſubſiſt Drones-Iike For then they 
in: the Honey, the Laborious Artiſts and Tradeſmen have gathered 17 live aper 
ee ih Care and Induſtry; they and other Idle Perſons are Superfluous 8 
very Suckers, Sprung from the root of a Tree grafted with good. 


it, who would bluſh (or 9 at leaſt) to anſwer truly to the | 
peſtion how they live; ſo an Honeft care ought to be taken to put 8 

em to: ſome Calling, Occupation, or Artful Imployment as ſoon as = - 
able, which is the prudent practice at this day of the Eaſtern Part of the id, Empe- 
ld, where there very N and Princes, as well ac the Plebeans, are rors and Prin- 
ught up to 4 Trade whereby they cam get their Bread, and ea Rin ces are brought 
ne of an-ebbing Fortune, to the poor Spirited dependance on athers. 
Having. thus Educated our Youth, either in Mechanick Art, Miſtery: zpp men in 


a 
Manu re, they are Tranſplanted into a Corporation, Company, Trade. for want: 
society, and ſo exerciſe their Occupation or Trade for themſelves; F Heim 


u Self- Love ſo predominates, that many will preſently if not look d. — 
ter) uſe indirect and fraudulent Means and Methods in their Trades to- Pr He, 
brich themſelves tho? to the Detriment and Abuſe of others. 8 
do the Committee of Trade ought. to Command all rations, necemmittee⸗ 
docieties and Perſons experienced in every Merchandize, Miſtery, and. farther Duty. 
Mechanick Employs, on Penalty of being puniſh'd according to the ſe- 
eral Laws for Ne lect, to inſpect into the due and regular making 
and ordering of all Commodities; and then by the Town's to 
ſgnifie to. what degree and quality *tis Manufactured and Orderad, and 
the Maſter Artiſt and Worker likewiſe te place his _— that — 5 
WW fenced Chapmen may not be defrauded, and that by their 9 
making, packing, irregular Management, or making Commodities of 
leſs Value; the Value and Demand of our Manufactures, may not be 
flighted by: our ſelves or other Nations, but to the <diſcouragement of 
Art and Honeſt Manufacturing; the ſeveral Companies and Societies of 
Men, that either by Publick or By-Laws, are to inſpect the fraudulent. 
practices in Trade of every Member, now, as if conſenting to their ex-- 
poſing to Sale, Commodictes not rightly made, undiſcovered: by. any 
Mark diſtinguiſhing Degree or Quality; they neglect almoſt all manner 
of Inſpection. | En, _ 
But formerly, ſome of the Court of Aſſiſtants of every Company, 
uſed Monthly or oftner as thought fitting, to inſpect into the working of 
every Man, of what Trade or Occupation in Manufactories ſoever; 
that every Manuſacture, Art and Miſtery, might be made according to- 
the Laws, Art, and Miſtery of 1 Society; nay, even the 
Very Vintners and; Aporhecaries, Guilty of Adulteration, Mixture gu, there: 
ad Deſtruction, uſed to be Inſpected and Puniſhed for unwarrantable w 4 conftans: 
Practices; but now,, were the {ame Inſpectors to vie w and * Inſpecfin. 


— — — 


wp to Trades, 5 


"By-Laws of every Company and Soricty, &@ the 1.665 and Tareputario 
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A ConjunSim" It being allowed that the Men thus Choſen both for the Council of 


mittee of Nade, 
ſametimes ne- 


ceſſary. . 


. 1445 


ito the he Author in 1695 wrote a Treatiſe much to the fame purpoſe 


Ballotting; and revived by Her preſent Majeft y. But inſtead of expe-, 


* 


or a certain number. of Select Members out of either Society, ſhould meet and 


jp © TEe3 


by Ballotring, as the Lacedemonian Council was for t 


was thought to be ſo abſolutely neceſſary that a Committee for Trade 
was Choten by his. Late Majeſty, but by the, Choice of Favopr, not 


rienced 


# 
# - i 


ſices, 


toit 


8 * 
a | 
; 21 1 | ; 
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rienced Men in I rade, Choſen as aforefaid, Gentlemen unskilfuf in the 
fame, were Choſen; fs that the fine Model was Inartifieilly fpoiled fo 
want of regular Manege und Eu wife, how to carry on, i perfe 

the well lard defign; Vich equal reafon we may expect an Enyiifh Black- 
ſmith to ſpeak Mur, as a Scholar to make an Horſe Shooe : Every 


one is the prope Judge in his own Art ; then how can we imagine that 
thoſe worthy Gentlemen that now fit as Judges and Directors for Trade, 
though Men of Natural Ingenuity and acquired Learning having never 


been converſant in Trade, ſhould be able to underſtand its different Po- 


| licies and various Methods te preſerve and improve it? So for the Com- 


mon good, ſuch qualified Perſons of fuch Imployments and Trades (as 
before mentioned) ought to be ſo Choſen to Compoſe the Committee, 
that from their experience and daily converſation in Trade, they ma 

give prudent directions about it; ſo that Profic (tbe conſequence of ney 
management in Trade) will demonſtrate, that every ingenious Man can 
give better Council and Inſtruction concerning the Art he has been bred 
up to, chan others who have not had the PraQtick-part in ſuch an Art. 


I will be a ſatisfaction to the People to have the ( hoice of ſuch a Com- Men pleaſed 


mittee z and indeed the Choice ſeems to be their natural right, for it may 
be '(nat improperly) call d a little Senate conſulting the good of the Nation, 
to which they Ve 'for ſending Repreſentatives; and if any miſtake ſhould 
happen in their Conjectures, People would be more eaſie becauſe they 
8 RE 


ith Submiſſion is believed, that-it is the very large extravagant 


Salaries that are given to the Now Committee, meet or not meet; 
that is the reaſon that Gentlemen make Court and Addreſs to get into 
the —— and uncultivating of Trade; be- 
there cannot be that thought and conrrivance where one is no way 
coneernꝭd, as where one is a part Adventurer. 5 
Notwithſtanding Labour has been taken to find out Proper and Adapt 
Methods, not only to Prune, Lop off, or correct thoſe Branches and 
Suckers in the Government that are Rotten or Evil Fruit; and alſo to 
amend the Stock, by giving ſuch directions (if put in Practice) that 
will infallibly caufe our Nation to bring forth Vertue in its ſeveral kinds; 


Piece; but we could wiffi that no Honeſt Men would be deceived by the 
— Sophiſtry of ſuch Evil Men, ſo as to give Credit or, hearken 
ir Reports, till they have 0 Reafon and Jug, ne | 
whether the Propoſals and Merhods here -mentioned 8 
and the produce of Honeſty, Juſtice, and Morality, or not, after fo fair 
Sentiments ; Are not the Evils that we deſcribe practiced, by reaſon of 
Selling Places and Imployments? and certainly Exactions, Briberies,Cc. 
| D re 


yet tis expected that the Vicious (at whoſe Crimes we level our Cor- — — 
rections) will combine in a general Defamation and Detraction of this % Viria. 


But unfitting | 
Perſons were | 
Imployed. 


with their own 
Choice. 
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| 
e expelts de- 


conſonant to, 


a Tryal ; by reaſon we ſhall willingly ſubmit to their Verdict of our 
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are dangerous, and as ſuch ought to be reprov'd and detected ; fo w 
ought not to be blamed for reproving Vice in any kind. Perhaps alſo, 
Ill and Malicious Men may reflect upon our Method of preſerving and 
Improving Trade; and our propoſed way of Balotting; To which we 
would Anſwer, That the Propoſal of Ballotting, is no new. Whimſey or 
Invention; but the Juſt and Regular Method many Ages ago, uſed in 
Foreign Flouriſhing Countries, and is the only Way to prevent Ill-Men 
from having any Power in the Adminiſtration of National Affairs. 


f _— 


1. 


The Pr opoſals. | 


K- following Propoſals are ſome amongſt the many, the Author can: 

| demonſtrate to bring to his propos d Perfection, whenever our Le- 

ore ell think fit to give ſuch a power as before-mentioned ; be- 
des many others, Lovers of their. Native Country, have many of value, 


. 


which they would. diſcover, provided ſuch. a Councel and Committee 
WEE SPOON. > ¹..r.õæ dl %ðᷣ , windy ut n 
.  Imprimis, How Her Majeſties Ships of War may be furniſhed with: 
Sea-men, ſufficient, without the great Trouble, Charge and Frightful 
Vexation,and uncertainty of Impreſſing, wich Men. of Youth and Strength 
of Body, Vigour and Docibility of Mind, Voluntarily offering themſelves 
for their Countries good; who will from ſuch Endowments be more Va- 
liant to contend with an Enemy, and more Artful and Strenuous in Na- 
vigating Her Majeſties Ships, than Impreſs'd Men, whoſe Service is the 
Etfects of Compulſion, or thoſe Enervated by Want, or whoſe ſinews 
have not been made ſtrong by accuizomed Labour and Induſiry.. 
Aud alſo how Nurſeries for Seamen ſhall be filled Voluntarily with 
the moſt hopeful and prime Jouth of the Nation, fo that Mer- 
chauts dhips may have ſufficient Numbers, without agvancing ex- 
travagant Wages, Which will be Encouragement for Merchants to ſend- 
Effects abroad, becauſe they may afford their Commodities Chea per, 
Which will caute the greater Couſumption, by reaſon the demands for: 
Freight will be leſſened according to the lowering ef Seameus Wages. 
Hew Merchants Ships may be more defenſible and ſecured, to the ſa- 
tis fact ion of the Nation, and quieting the Clamouis of the People, oc- 
caſioued by Loſſes at Sea; and whenever we ſhall be {o happy as to enjoy 
an Evucyrebie Peace, fo that there will not be ogcaſion for the 2 
ig io zauy Aboard Her Majeities Ships, the Seamen ſhail not be neceſſi - 
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Ho to erect a National Leſurance ſo much to the publick Benefit, that 
its profit will not only pay all Loſſes by Sea, but alſo maintain (aſſiſted 
by the Cuſtoms) the Expence of Her Majeſties Navy, ſo that in effect 
_ this War will be no Charge, but on the contrary, our Advantage, and 
Security; beſides it will prevent fraudulent practices in private Inſu- 
rances, as in a Specimen hereafter mentioned, and alſo eaſe the Nation, be- 
canto 2 Extraordinary Duties on divers Merchandizes may be 
eſſene 95 Ez 
Ho to preſerve all Shipwracks and Shipwrack'd Goods from the Ra- 
pine of che Rabble, for the fole uſe of the proper Owners. 
How to Export and Import our Merchandizes, far cheaper and more 
ſpeedily than is now done. „ 1 
Io make great Increaſe of our Timber, Flax and Hemp, ſo that we 
ſhall no longer be under (as at preſent) the impoveriſhing neceſſity of 
Importing thoſe Commodities, and Linen from abroad, which drain 
the Nations Treaſure, ſo that our Merchandize to the ſeveral Countries 
will not Ballance the Importation; with farther Advantage that many 
hundred Thouſands of our Poor, ſhall be employed to the enriching 
themſelves, and conſequently the Nation. 3 | | 
To make ſeveral Ports free Ports, to the great Encouragement of Na- 
vigation and Manufactories; and yet they ſhall give no opportunity, or 
be a conveniency to defraud in any kind or Commodity whatſoever, but 
ſhall turn to great advantage to the Nation upon ſeveral Accounts. 
How to have a Court of} Merchants choſen by Balorting,/ every place 
neceſſary, that ſhail decide Impartially, by a Jury ſo choſen ; all diffe- 
rences that may ariſe between Owners of Ships, or Owners and Maſters, 
concerning Freight and Damages, or between Maſters and Sea-men,and 
becwixr Merchant and Merchant, about Bills of Exchange, and all other 
Affairs of Merchandizing and Trade; which juſt and eaſie methods of 
Tryal, will encourage Trade, make People quiet, and leſſen the vaſt ex- 
pence occaſioned by having Tryals remote from their Habitations, where 
_ unconſcionable Exactions are demanded, and long delays made to the 
Impoveriſhment of the Contenders. Beſides, moſt commonly Caſes , 
about Merchandize are Tryed by thoſe unacquainted with the Cuſtoms 
and Laws of Merchants and Traders. | | 1 
Sure Nature has not in vain fam: ſhed our Seas with vaſt quantities of va- 
rieties of Fiſh, but for our Benefit, and has ingrafted in their ſeveral Species, 
ar-inſtintt to frequent our Coaſts at certain Seaſons, with deſign they ſhould 
be for our Advantage; but ſince the ſeveral Profits that might be made ＋ 
them, are ſo Idly neglected by us, and ſo well Improv d by the Induſtry of dus 
3 tho Nature hath inade the firſt offer to us, we propole to 
V | bh | "2 
Ho our Fiſhery may be wonderfully Improved, and Caught, Cured 
and ſent out with much leis Charge than our Neighbours, that the ex- 
- cs 1 | ceeding 


O 


5 dune muge dy its produce wilt furn. the Nation with all the 
Varieties and Merchandi# of this Univerſe. eee 
To ſecure the Nation from Iavaſtons, withour any Addirionat charge 
te ths Crownby 4 right methodizing of the Mifieia, aud ald to call' a 

Diſtiplia'd and effective Army together whenever ee in few 
Days, ſo as to be able to offen& an Enemy abroad, who ſhalf concented- 

ty when required, tay dewn their Arms, and return to their Homes 
without expecting pay Be fouger Time than the Expedition laſted. 
How moſt of rhe Branches of the publick Revenue may be vaſtly ad- 
| © _ " varxed, eſpecially the Cuſtoms and Excife, at the 
ID Anno 12. Car: 2. Provides: That all Rates the s already allow, to the value of feve- 
If Merchants be well and Honeſtly entreated ral Hundred Thouſand Pounds per Annum, cheaper 
| 1 = * — . collected, and ſhall become free from the preſent 
| Leader withus e » done heavy Burden, by the abuſes of combs ang Fees, 
I which Civility is ow very mich negietted and Demands ; beſides, the —_ of too many 
: Officers which hath cauſed ſeveral of the moſt in- 
genious to aveid Evil Treatment, to leave of their Merchandizing ; 
which has alto given oecaſion to Smugling and Running of Goods to the 
Nations detriment. „ . | 
How te prevent the daiſy growing Pernicious and Ruinous Trade of 
Smupgling and Rutming of Goods, and the many intricate and fraudulent 
practices about what Merchandize ſoever, now too much uſed to the 
leſſening the Revenue of Cuſtoms, and the Impoveriſhment, if not Ruin, 
of too many Honeſt Trading Merchatits. | = 
How our Laws may be Brought into a narrower compaſs, be made 
more intelligible, not fo Dilatory, and far leſs expenfive. | 
He to — ms Fraudulent and Vexatious Suits at Law, unjuſt Ar- 
reſts, and Impriſonments, Knaviffi Benn, Frauds and Cheats its 
Companions, fo that Debts ſhall be paid to the utmoſt extent of Eſtate, 
and ir-thafl not be in any Mans Power by Fraudulent Pre-affignments, 
Bonds, Judgments or Contracts, to ſecure to himſelf, or leave fo his Fa- 
-mily, what he hath wrong'd his Creditors of; neither ſhall any one of 
them receive their whole Debt, and others but part, or perhaps nothing; 
but an equal Dividend and Proportion ſhall be paid to every one (for a 
Book Debt is as really a Debt, and ought as much to be paid, as a Bond 
and judgment) and alſo hinder the Injurles and Injuſtice too often com- 
mitted either by Executors or Adminiſtrators out of Partiality, either 
to the Family of the Deceaſed, or out of Knaviſh deſign for their own. 
Lucre, whereby they blacken often the Reputation of the Dead, by both 
of which the Creditors are defrauded. 3 
To prevent Perjury and Forgery, by which every Honeſt Man lies 
too much at the Mercy of Men without Conſcience, : 
* To prevent in a great meaſure, Houſe-breaking and Thieving in all 


KkeKinds. | 
3 How 
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How to oblige our Juſtices and jr iſtrates to do Juſtice without Par- 
tiality, and to prevent packing of — too much practiced to 
ſerve a Party or Intereſt, whereby Juſti 

How to people and ſecure, and — the Trade of our Planta- 
tions, FI moſt valuable Nen Englands Diadem, d 100 much . 

e ; 
1 to increaſe our Manufacturing Inhebitants, and Rural 
people, as alſo our Corn and Herbage, and confequently Catale, ſo that 
* uantities of the Nations Product may be Yearly Ship'd Abroad to. 
the 8 profit, ſo as to gain the Ballanes of Trade, and yet have e- 
noug h at Home at a moderate Price, neither too Cn for r —— 

— fart ang hy gs IN 

How the many ſuperfluous Brauches and Suckers delongin to ſeveral. 

Profeſſions, and rear Idle Perſons. who drain the Rlood and Life of the 

Laborious, by baſe and pernicious Practices, ſhalt have a full Period put 

to their Careers, and may be employed to their own greater n. 
and Improvement, as well as to the Service of their Country. 

Ping: not only all the poor, whether by Birth, Misforruna, or Anois 

be maintained in a ſhort time, witheut 4 Pariſn Chaoge'z ant 
ry all others (tho' under no neceffity) may have: ſuitable work to their- 
Abilities, to ſecure them from — Ag to the 108% ble Increaſe 
of the Wealth, Health and Quiet of the Nation, never fo effeQtuaba. 
Method being before propoſed. 

Since it. muſt be allowed from Revfan- and Intereſt, that the ede dg 
theſe Propoſals will be an unparallebd. Advantage te the Nation; iv can-- 
— be —— but oun Parliament will in regard to the Profperaty of the 

— om, enact chat ſuch a Council and; Commitree as here propoſed, bo 

with Choſen, that we may be happy by our Practice of Vertue and 
Honeſty, and flouriſh by our Care to Reg and Induſtry to im 
our Trade; for upon the real Proſecution of theſe Methods de 


laſting Felicity, and upon their . My "wy Foverey 104 


Deſtruction. 
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ational Inſurance during the 


nA 
A 
ar, with the many and great Al. 


| | re 
; * 

& 1 5 | 9 RE. * Nl. 1 ; 4 1 

Cuſtoms, was to inable the Sovereign ro il; 


placed in their Poſts, either by Favour or Bribery, who by aſſuming 
Tyrannick Power, abuſed the Sea Men; and by connivance, defrauded 
the Nation, wilfully neglecting their incumbent Duty, which. ade our 
Ships of War of litle uſe, and gave :incouragement to our Neighbours 
to Build Ships that Said well to Interrupt and Rob us of our Trade; 
for then, inſtead of Protecting the Merchants Effects, they were in a higher. 
meaſure left to ſhift for themſelves, which occ aſione d to find tas 
by giving a ſmall. Premium to Private Men to Iinſure them, which hath WH! 
| 
| 
| 


cy BS R mad 


by Intreigues been managed and carried on to that height, that it is be- 
come a very great Imploy ment; though ſuch Inſurers can no ways ſecure 
them from the Rapin of the Enemies, Cc. which Practice, occaſions 
many Abuſes, ſome of which are here mentioned; for there are many 
—— — run any riſques upon Credit, hazarding other Mens | 
Stocks anc)Ritates; expecting, if they proſper to get great Eltates, and | 
f they do not, have nothing wherewith to Pay; ſo the Lots falling on WW. 
others, that is the Nation. 5 | 
It alſo imboldens too many of our Maſters of Ships to go to Sea, un- 
provided with ſufficient Naval and Warlike Stores, and Complement of 
Men; and ſince in Weſtminſter-Hall (of late) contrary to former Practice, 
Seamen are allowed in Voyages to diverſe Places, to Sue for their Wa- 
ges to the Dah their Ship was taken; they will not hazard their Lives 
1a Fight; fince they are ſecure in their Wages without it; and allo, WW. 
it is a diſencouragement to the Sea-Mens defending their Ship, the di- 
continuing for ſeveral Years pait to allow as formerly, a certain value 
Goods, Cuiiom free, according to the Voyage. : 
Another inconveniency that happens by ſuch Inſurances, is that, 


' Tome of our Ships Inſured do often run without, or from a . in- 
- tending 


2 — ——— — 


11 


5 
ding the better to make a Market, which Teeny occaſions their” 
xing taken; —"_ Merchant conniving at the ſame oſtentimes, is 
tle or no looſer, for if he looſes but one in about four or five accord- 
ug to the Premium Paid, by his Advancing in the Prices of the reſt of. 
lis Goods, he makes himſelf a ſaver; but by this, the Nation is abuſed: 
nd impoſed upon by paying the dearer for the Goods he brings home. 
And the Inſurer per Contra who now takes large Premiums if he loſes 
ut once out of about four or five Inſurances according to the Premium 
received, will alſo be ſafe; thus the Nation is the looſer, take it which: 
way you will, and whether the Inſurers or the Inſuredbe the Gainers, it 
z at the damage of the Publick: But if A Loſs happens, than 
like Nine Pins ſtanding on the fame Frame, they tip downione the other, 
o the Nation ſuffers by both; hereby, beſides the ruin of the Inſurer, 
ud the Inſured (Trading. Subjects) che. Nation loſes che. whole. 
Beſides, the extravagant great Preminnis given for Inſurance, mightily - 
tinders the Export and Import of Goods; for moſt certainly, in every 
woice 'tis charg'd as a colt to the Goods, ſo mult heighten the Price 
ybich leſſens the Traſficle. 2% ul doen 0 fl ant ee 
But the Premiums which it would be neceſſary for the Parliament to 
point in this propoſed Inſurance would be fo ſmall, that they would 
add bat little to the Priæes of Commodities, whereas the: pꝑreſent Inſu-— 
rance extreamly advances them. Meg % fei 00 +l 2119110 bug gin! 
Another deſt ructive Prejudice and Fraud, is the daily nractice of 
mking Inſurances under the Name of Goods or no Gonds, which is a 
lte and pernicious Invention; but formerly, upon any demand for loſs 
by Inſurance, the Inſured always was obliged to make appear the value= 
Inſured, to be on Board when txe Ship was loſt; and was allowed no 
more than for what proof was made, neither Was: he to. Inſure his Capi- - 
tal, but was to run ſome riſque himſelf ll. 194 
is Method of Inſuring Goods or no Goods, has this fatal 'Miſchiek : 
to the honeſt Inſurer and the Nation in General, that it gives incourage- - 
nent to Spies, giving an Account to France when ax! las or Ships thall - 
Sai outward from what Port they go, whither Bound, what Lading and 
of what Value, and what. Bulk they bear, and of what force; ſo get. 
kſtates by Inſuring here, ſometimes in others Names after ſuch; Intelli - 
gence, and thus rhe Nation looſes Ship and Cargo i ont, 
For the Value ſo Inlured, will not only Pay all their Charges, but 
allo bring them in great Profit, to the greatly imboldening the Spies, 
vho immediately after the Capture of our Ships, often clandeſtinely 
come over hither, and knowing they are taken Iuſure under the Title of... 
Goods or no Goods, what Sums they plea. e be fore the Merchants upg- 
% the Exchange, can by the ordinary method, of the Poſt, hear ofthe 
Capture, and at the ſame time give any other Intelligence, though ner 


ter ſo detrimental co the Publick. en 
„33 2 Amongſt 


Merchants Ship-to Imfure Nine Tenths, but not the w 
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F Amongſt many ſuch Inſtances in the late Wat, BY thall mention ons 
"which was in this manner; There mere te Eaſt- India Ships guten, a 
before vur. Merchants here could: bavernotice af it, there were Emiſaries frog 
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France buſtned hither, who immediately Injured with their corſederatt iy. 
ſtruments, great Sus on the ſuitl Ships, though had mo oeffebls on Bow, 
which abuſe the Author hereof diſcovermg, and it appearing that the Jnſu 


_xamce-was mide before the Publick berume acquainted with the los; and being 


after the Capture, it produced this good affect, that the Perſons Iiſuring, 
never aur for for chap: Money, bs choſe to looſe their 1 
than incnr the _ of open Convittion, knowing themſelves Guilty, _ 

And ſuch 1nfurance alſo, often gives incouragement for Villanous 
Practices, as Voluntarity looſing Ships by ſinking, running upon Rocks 


and Sands, or delivering them to the Enemies, 'fought. after for that 


purpoſe, bscuuſe the Inſuren by ſuch. loſs of Ships, will be intituled to 
che dum they Inſured, 'though really | fuſtaimed little or no Loſs, having 


onBoard lietle or no Effects; thus Wicked Men may at any time be 
Inrich'd, ſince they can make Maſters of Ships, chat for Profit will looſe 


the Ships to them intruſted. c 
And by Captures, the 5 both in its Lols, and alſo in 

its Enemies Gain ʒ for the Firſt h ps to impoveriſh us, and the Larrer to 
Inrich and Strengthen them; our Sea Men-gredetained-Prifoners,whereby 
they are prevented from Paying their Duty to their Native Country, and 
the Enemies Privateers are incouraged, which are the 'Nurferies of their 
ableſt Sea Men, and our Rigging helps — their Ships of War. 

The diſcovery of the Evils Cauſed and Practiced, by reaſon of Private 
Inſurances being made plain, and drawn in their proper Colours. 


Wie would not be miſunderſtood hereby, as though we would have 


no Inſurances at all, for we well know tis of great uſe and incourage - 
went to Trade. Bo e 1s ee ti] 
1 Bar we wonlil here ſubmit to Conſaderation, hom a National Joint Inſu- 


raner muy be Eſtabliſned as weil to the Security and great improvement 


the Notion in generul, sto the impoveriſpment of the Enemy, and to the 


Advantage f euch Private Trader in particular. 


It is propoſed that by Act of Parliament, the Committee of Trade 

afore- mentioned, ſhall be impowered to ſet up a common Inſurance 

under a National Secarity fer Ships and Goods ; The + mths every 
| heile. 

And towards the Incouragement of Merchants re Build great Ships, 
ard to fit them out with fuffteient force of Guns and Men, that it be 
fpecified in the Act according to the number of Guns and Men, what 
Premium per Cent. ſhall be Paid to each purt of the World; but provi 
ding an Gbligurion te Inſure to any partieular Parts, as Euſt- India and 
Gninea, (where often, Ships lye till their Hulls are deſtroy d) be found 
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to the impediment of Trade by hindring Merchaits to ingage in that” 
Branch of it, then that a convenient Tolleratior be given to ſüch Traders. 
That every Mailer of a MerchantsShip, under the Reſtriction bf Iiſaring, 
fhall-be obliged to obſerve the times when the ſaidCommarree, ſhall appoint 
them to depart from-avy Pert, and not without abſolute neceſſity by ſtreſs 
of Weather ſeperate from his Convoy, and the proof to lye on the aſters 
ſide that io ſeperated ; but if upon the account of running for a Market, he 
ſhall leave his Convoy and comes toDamage, the “Loſs ſhall not be charged 
upon the Inſurance, but the Proprietors muſt bear it, by reaſon, their Ma- 
ſter of the Ship by ſuch Seperation, broke the Contract of the Policy; 
and if any Merchant Ship Arrive at his Port before his Convoy, he ſhall 
not break Bulk before the Arrival df his Convoy; but if the Convoy runs 
from the Merchants Sl, He to be brought to a ſpeedy Tryal, and the 
proof of the neceſſity of his Separation to be on his part. X 
This Publick Inſurance though under a National Security, to be paid 
out of the Premiums of the Infurance, cannot in reaſon be thought to be 
any hazard to the Nations Publick Treaſure, by reaſon of Loſſes after 
ſuch Inſurances, as if there would be a Newer (not a more effectual) 
Contract and Obligation than is at preſent to defend and ſecure the 
Ships and Merchandizes ; for now,whena private Loſs happens, the Publick 
i910 unſenſible, as to think it ſelf unconcerned; but if a Loſs be entered 
in Capital Letters in the Nations Journal, That with due Puniſhment for 
default, will excite our Officers to their Duty and future Care, and by 
this Means, our Traffick and Navigation will increaſe, and thoſe of the 
Enemy dwindle away, ſo that there can rarely happen any conſiderable 
_ from Enemies, whol Naval Power we ſtill ore top, and ſhall then 
ar more. pdt | e 
And the Merchant will be ſo ſar from having caufe to complain of 
being compell'd to Inſure that he will be hereby a Gainer; the Fremium 
may be made very ſmall, and the Government may afford to eaſe the 
Merchant, by taking off, or leſſening the Cuſtoms on ſeveral Goods 
| Where it ſhall be found too heavy; and yet ſtill, the Income of this 
Inſurance after the Deductions — to Pay the Merchants Loſſes, will 
in all probability, together with the — — Cuſtoms augmented by 
the increaſe of Trade, defray the whole Charge of the Royal Navy, &c. 
the Nation carry on the Univerſal Trade better than in time of Peace, 
Fo bogus we ſhall keep our Enemies from it by daily diſabling and redu- 
a cin rt em. | ; "7 ; rt | | | p | 
Tha: Maſters of Ships once failing to do their Duty in defence of their 
p Ships when attack'd by an Enemy, ſhall be tried in like manner as Cap- 
' tains of Ships of War, and if Convict; puniſſ'd accordingly; and as 
this ſhall be done in Terror to Maſters, ſo to incoueage the Mariners 
to behave themſelves well, they ſhall have the reward for Wounds, or 
loſs of Limbs to themſelves, and of Life, to their Relations; as to Sai- 
lors in Her Majeſties Service, to be Paid out of the {aid Fremiums of 
„„ 2. --., Aud 
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And this Propoſal will be a farther Advantage ancb Strength to the Nay 
tion, becauſe every Ship will pay for Infurance according to its Force; 
ſo Merchants will be prompted to Build pare xs > 194 9k and conſe- 
quently, will carry greater force to dave. payidy: nſurance, by which 
means, our Merchants Ships will be of ſuch force, that from their own' 
Strength they may defend themſelves againſt Privateers; ſo the Nation 
by degrees will be fo ſtrong,that by our Civil Force at Sea;Itwill be able 
to cope with, if not ore power the Ships of War of other Nations. 

Leeaſt any ſhould: through Ignorance ridicule che Author for making 
ſuch 5 8 Propoſals, which to them may ſeem intricate, and perhaps 
impo mige the Malicious and Mercenary, the more formidable 
Party ſhould be Alarm'd, fearing their Failures and Ill Practices will be 
expoſed, and a ſtop be put to their farther ravagings; and like the- 
Wicked Epheſian Artificers, , when their Diana was ſtruck at, endeavour 
to filenge. Truth by their Clamour oo 
We have demonſtrated by this Specimen of a Publick-Infurance how 
one of our Propoſals (which may appear as difficult as any) may be 
effected to a National Advantage, and can with a like plainets make the 
reſt appear feizible, and ſtill the Voice of unreaſona - Gainfayers, 
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An Appendix ſhewing the Decreaſe of Proteſtants in 


HEN the Chriſtian Religion was ſo corrupted by the Inventi- 
ons proceeding from the Diabolical, Self-Intereſted de- 
V. V.. ſigns of the Romiſh Prieſts. to enridh themſelves, and enſtave 
Peaples Underſtandings by. an afſum'd»Authority ; Confiderate Men 
thought it their Duty to ſeparate in Opinion from feveral Tetients im- 
poſed on them, and ſo weed out the Errors that were ſprung up by the 
Avarice and Cunning of the Prieſts, and Ignorance and Credulity of the 
People, ſo by leaving out what they thought was diſſonant to the purity 
of the Goſpel, they embrac d the Chriitian Doctrine to the beſt of cheit 
Underſtandin 8. 71 milo 97.7 325 3h dy (L142: 6 i 25 F 5 . 
And in che Ages after the Reformation, Men fo. valuedthe Proteſtant 
Religion, free from the former Slavery of Idolatrous Errors, and which: 
brought them to tome part of the Knowledge of the reveald. Will, and 
tom its mild and peaceable i'rinciples, gave * of Conſciencè, 
and a Native Right and Freedom, that they willihgly hazzarded their 
Lives and Eſtates to ſupport and juſtiſie it; and they ein the good- 
nets of their Cauſe, and practieing -accordingly, were ſo Prud nt in 
Councel aud Brave in, Arms, that one of ſuch worthy Heroes was a match 
for Ten of thoſe that retained the dentiments they had imbib'd. from their 
Frieſts, becaufe they lived fo well, that they were not afraid to Dye, 
having io ſure a Baſis whereon to build, they obtained the entire poſſeſſi- 
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, of many Countries, and the Prot 


eſtant 
oſt all Europe. EE £5537 


ted by Divine Power, with a full Sail attended all their Enterpri- 


they were oppreſ”:d for their Religion by their own, or their Neighs . 


Worms, &c. were Proteſtants, beſides -theie the Proreſtauts in France, 


gion, and always came off with Advantage. The YVaudoss in Italy, were: 
il of them Proteſtants, and great numbers of the Spaniſh Low Countries. 
were of the Reformed Religion. N i 
But now inſtead of this, the Proteſtant Power of the fore - mentioned 
their Ante ſtors, with the price of their Blood had maintained, us holding 
them moit.vAluable, are ſuppreſs'd and extirpated, which is matter of 
great Lamentation, and very deplorable to remember; for notwith- 
ſtanding the mighty Bleſſings and ſignal Deliverances God had beſtow da 
upon them; yet like the Children of Irael they forgat him, and beyond: 
the defection of the Fews, the prevailing Party of their Paſtors, not per- 
ſuing his Divine Council in their Conſciences; butigejecting and wholly + 
ſwerving from that which would have wrought outtnejr Deliverance, had 
they adhered to it; they became Govern'd by their own Vicious, In- 
ſulting Tempers, and infinuated to the Magiſtrates, given over to a Li- 
centiouſneſs in their practice, to command the reſt of the Laity to comply 
to the variety of Worſhips which the hall {ey up with force over their 
Conſciences; which new and Diabolical Tyrannigs, incenſing ſome, diſ- 
piriting others, and giving Arrogance to thoſe in Authority, as by Turns: 
they got the Power, ſo weakened the whole by Inteſtine Rents and Di- 
vifions, which made way for the Common Enemy to blow the Coals of 
Diviſion,by at firſt joining with the more Profligate ſort, and gaining them: 
by Rewards and Preferments to depreſs the reſt,” in order that Rome 
might at length enſlave them all, and oppreſs by Confifcation of their 
Eitates, Impriſonments, and the like Executions of Rage and Fury, thoſe- 
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whole Pious Bravery ſcorn'd to truckle either gg. the Menaces, or. Inſis- (IRA 


auations of their Perſecutors, 
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50 Unanimons, Vertuous, Valiant and Active were they, that Succeſs 


touring Princes. Many of the Subjects of Bavaria, Cologn, Martenbur gh, e 


were ſo powerful as to maintain eight Civil Wars in defence of their Re= _ + 


Countries is in a manner deſtroyed, and that Liberty and Religion which: 
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themſelves again 


Rents in the Nation, that i have been 


Truth, hich being believe. ee afſord p 
Zealous acco rding to the dictates of zonfejenge in de 
e nd thoſe that tr ly, ſetve im, uc 
vies d Wh a Goff pe! "Liberty which colnmaydg:that- 
53 to their Con fciences in matters of W 
mighty Defender at this i ring abſolucely; 4 esd 2 
io pawerful and e an Enemy, as nom | 
les the! ors of the'Goſpel; Thar diſagree to his ee Rell 
wherever! ey fall under his 2s: th and-a utely Sacrifices all to hi 


Tyrann Sw Way, and will make no Exception to his fury, tho the moſf 


of Proteſtants arefofooliſh to afflict and diſturb each other, in contrary 
Opinions, according as they get 0 opportunity and Dominion, but as the 
different perſieſions of Proteſtahus center in the Name, he will (when 
in his power) ſtfiket fatal blow at the whole Family, that by eradics- 
wh 4 ay wholſome Fruit, he may have ſeops to plant his wild via 

Whimſies, and deſtructive Principles. . Maio! © eg cl 8 


. Now fince the decay of Power amongſt ProteBlants, and the g ro rent of Wie 
io unhapp e, "tixhighly — 5 for every the growing fi 12 it be 
too late and their Day of Freedom be over, and the things which belong to their Peace 
hid from their Ae 2 Night of black Idolatry. To take all juſt Methods oi ſtrengthaing 

he common 1nveterate Foe, and England being at this time the gfeat ex- 
pectation and Reliance of the reſt, let us trifle 7 in a dangerous Lethargy, but for 
the ſake of our Religion, our Liberties, our very Being. In a word, in the behalf of out 
ſelves, our Allies and our Poſterity, let us ronze and + our utmoſt Vigour, which ve 
can never do, but by making an ĩ Hear Reformation of the Corcuptions aud Abuſes in 


State and Trade, as here before br for why ſhould we hope to proſper againſt 


the Papiſte, when our Evil — are too much like theils. ; 
Tis realiy the neglect of our Duty that is thẽ tauſe of all our confuſſo i which 1 
vertue, Charity and Picty ſhould; bees _—_ d, that we might cement the Breaches and 
the k. vils and Diviſions bran eng from our 
Vices is general, whioh n * expoſe us naked to the Anger of an offended . Peitw, and al- 

molt defenceleſi to an inſuſting Enemy, for fear the Prieſts of Rome. 2 — f uni · 

verſal Tyrannick Sway, ſhould ſound the Trumpet to a Religious Wa d God in An- 

ger ſhould ſuffer us ta be enſlaved i in Mind and Body, as the People beforementioned. | 


The Author of the fer Fe hoping bis Concep tions chereis will 
pon mature Con 2 Juſt beneficial and neaſomable; He thinks 
it & fair Requeſt to bis Readers, that they will uus he Critical and Serupatous 
in examining the wording of his Thought i heing writ f ore of foiinfirm «0 Cons. 
 fitution(by rea) of s continued Aſtma)rhar his Illneſs will ſaſdim permit him 
to digeſt his Thong s clearly wo Writing ; And if anything erein be faund 
1 and perſwading, it has in ſome Meaſure procecded Foun rhe. wa 
a of . 5 ent A darin he e Native: avs. 1 5 148 1 Ty: 
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